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From Refugee to Leader in Diversity, Equity, and Inclusivity
Sokeo Ros Connects the Arts and Academics in His Life, Moore Hall
by Nicole Patano '22
Editor-in-Chief

Addison Wakelin '22
News Co-Editor

LISTENING TOUR
This article is part of The Cowl's Listening
Tour, a series aiming to amplify the voices of
marginalized members of our community and
bring awareness to social justice initiatives on
campus.

“To survive, to live, to be alive.”
While these words are tattooed on Sokeo Ros’
back, he has looked to them throughout his life—
from the refugee camp in which he was born to his
office at the Center at Moore Hall. Reflecting on
who he is and how he got to Providence College,
Ros almost cannot believe the journey his life has
taken.
After barely surviving the Cambodian genocide,
Ros and his parents moved to the United States in
the 1980s. In 1986, he found himself in what is often
referred to as an “impoverished” and a “gang”
neighborhood. A more accurate description of
the neighborhood, Ros says, is “historically

Community is one of the most important facets of Sokeo Ros' life, especially as director of the Center
at Moore Hall.

marginalized and excluded.” Growing up, Ros’
friends were either in a gang or knew people who
were. In a community where violence was all he
knew, the only options Ros saw for himself were
death or jail.
Dance saved his life. At 16 years old, Ros
joined the Carriage House—now called Everett
Company, Stage and School—where he fell in
love with the arts. At 19, he was asked to go on
tour with Everett, and he has been ever since. As
the current co-artistic director and the director
of the hip-hop program at Everett, Ros has five
national tours and one solo show under his belt.
It is through touring that he did his learning.
Dance has been a life-long mode of creative
expression for Ros. “When I stepped foot on
the stage again. I thought, ‘I miss this,’” Ross
describes. “It felt so amazing to be on that stage in
front of an audience to dance with them, not for
them, but with them. As you’re watching, they're
interpreting and have their own perceptions about
what’s going on. That’s a beautiful thing for me.”
Ros continues to use an arts-based approach as
an organic means for both creative and academic
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expression.
Ros graduated late from high school and was
unable to walk across the stage, failed out of the
Community College of Rhode Island after two
years, and did not decide to go back to school
until 2013. He did not think that school was for
him, largely because he did not understand “how
to respond or react to his emotions except through
the arts.” Despite this, Ros decided to give his
education another attempt after being reached
out to by College Unbound, a college focused
on “adult learners who have faced significant
barriers to attending college.”
In just a year and a half, Ros graduated with
not one, but two degrees from College Unbound
and Charter Oak State College in community
development. This was the first time he got to
walk across the stage at graduation. The day
provided a number of other firsts: it was the first
time Ros’ whole family was able to watch him
do something good, the first time his family took
a photo together, and the first time he got a hug
from his father. And this all happened when he
was 34 years old.

t the end of all my shows while touring, I always
give thanks to the audience because they are why I'm
here, the community. [Growing up], we didn't have family
dinners or conversations...I consider this my family dinner.
Dance, specifically breakdance, is how
Ros learned to express himself growing
up.
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Setting the Stage to Empower Students

Striving to Amplify the Voices of Underrepresented Groups
space that felt safe and felt filled with
so much love and support.”
Art, regardless of the capacities of
creative expression, presents intrinsic
emotional, moral, and cultural values
beyond the aesthetic value of solely
performing creative pieces. These
student performances reflected on the
complex expressions of visibility and
awareness of the multifacetedness
of each performer’s own identity,
especially of the tribulations toward
achieving just representation within
educational institutions, like PC.
The student performers included
Jezel Tracey ’24, Hashim Hassan ’23,
Orlando Ramos ’25, Grace Higgins
’22, Diego Avila ’22, Alexandra
Guzman ’22, Santiago Najarro-Cano

expression and that there is value to
this.”
Tracey, another student performer,
added that, “if PC continues to hold
events like these, I believe that many
students of color will be given the
opportunity to contribute their gifts to
PC’s community. But, also, I feel that
all parties of PC’s community will be
given an opportunity to experience,
appreciate, and support such talents
within PC’s community of POC.”
Events like Amplifying Voices
create the artistic spaces necessary for
students and faculty to perform their
own pieces through creative means:
most notably poetry, music, and
dance. Further, the event presented
the opportunity for the performers

“This event meant a lot to me. As a BIPOC
on campus, I personally know the talents that
exist among us as well as the kind of stories that
each of us
carries. But, it was so beautiful to
see BIPOC get the stage and make it their own. I
teared up many times seeing these talents being
showcased in a space that felt safe and felt filled
with so much love and support.”
to express themselves through truly
authentic means, in celebration of
diversity and awareness, that are
imperative to achieve inclusive and
equitable treatment at PC.
In detailing the future of attaining
just representation and equity among
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’24, Sorieba Fofanah ’22, along with
members of PC’s Footprints Gospel
Choir.
Betancur-Velez
described
the
importance of holding events like
Amplifying Voices, as they cultivate
the necessary dialogue surrounding

Hashim Hassan ’23 plays the violin at Amplifying Voices.

by Addison Wakelin ‘22
News Co-Editor
CAMPUS
On Nov. 13, Student Congress’
Awareness,
Education,
and
Collaboration (AEC) Committee held
Amplifying Voices, a performance in
the Center at Moore Hall’s Bouligny
Lounge. The open-mic styled event
gave the opportunity for student
groups to present or perform various
forms of art. These included dance,
poetry, and monologues on topics
ranging from identity, culture,
representation, and awareness.
The event began with an opening
speech by the chair of the AEC
Committee,
Catalina
BetancurVelez ’23, on the importance of
the performances in the greater
representation of different diverse
groups on-campus.
The AEC Committee was formed
as a response to campus-wide
concerns regarding equity and
diversity at Providence College.
The committee has researched the
history of student demands and the
long-term history of the struggle
for diversity on campus. They have

presented in front of various College
administrators, the Board of Trustees,
and Father Kenneth Sicard, O.P., in
efforts to cultivate a more equitable
campus.
PC has long struggled to
provide more inclusive spaces
for those students, faculty, and
staff who comprise a community
of underrepresented groups on
campus. These include BIPOC, the
LGBTQ+ community, and other
historically marginalized groups who
continuously feel the alienation of
PC’s homogenous student population.
Events like Amplifying Voices create
the safe spaces necessary to encourage
and to promote dialogue on issues
faced by those most marginalized on
campus.
Mariela Flores ’23, who performed
“Creep” by Radiohead, was one of the
many student performers featured
during the event. Flores describes,
“This event meant a lot to me. As a
BIPOC on campus, I personally know
the talents that exist among us as well
as the kind of stories that each of us
carries. But, it was so beautiful to see
BIPOC get the stage and make it their
own. I teared up many times seeing
these talents being showcased in a

Members of PC’s Footprints Gospel Choir were among the performers.

inclusion and equity, particularly
among the student population.
She said, “I want to thank all of the
performers and the attendees, but
especially the performers, as they
were the essence of the event. To be
so courageous and to put their talent
and their voices out there is really
special, and is a step in the right
direction in terms of diversity and
equity that we need to come together
in celebration [of] and appreciation
for everyone.”
Flores explained, “I think it is
so important that PC continues to
hold this kind of event because it
makes its marginalized students feel
heard. The fact [that] the event was
organized by Congress felt validating
as if the school is acknowledging that
these are students that do deserve a
space to showcase their talents and

different groups on PC’s campus,
Betancur-Velez
concludes:
“I’m
hopeful for the future. It’s a battle
against the current. There is a lot to
be done, but I think these are issues
that can be solved not only gradually,
but also tangibly.”
This event extended beyond
just sharing student performances,
as it also aided in constructing
the political, cultural, and social
narratives necessary to bolster change
on campus. Through compounding
the means of creative expression
with the various intersecting forces of
identity and awareness, Amplifying
Voices actively sought to recognize
the foundational importance of
diversity and visibility of the most
underrepresented on campus, and
will continue to do so for many years
to come.
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Featured Friar: Sorieba Fofanah ’22

Exemplifying the Friar Family Through Dedication and Commitment
by Eileen Cooney ‘23
News Staff
CAMPUS

Fofanah is an important member of many clubs on campus,
including BOP.
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Sorieba Fofanah ’22 has been a committed
member of the Providence College community
for the past three years. Originally from Beverly,
MA, Fofanah is double majoring in biology and
psychology, seeking a certificate in neuroscience.
His deep love for PC stems from the first time he
set foot on campus, five years ago.
“I distinctly remember the day, the moment,
and the second that I made my decision to attend
Providence College,” Fofanah says. “It was Family
Day, and Father [James] Cuddy, [O.P.,] one of the
friars on campus, was giving the homily for the
Accepted Students Mass. He said that ‘Some of
you may be looking for that one thing that makes
Providence College stand out, and we hope it
does, but you will know if it’s right for you if you
open up your heart and trust in yourself and God.’
When walking out of Slavin, I turned to my mom,
and seeing the tears in her eyes, we both said: ‘This
is it.’”
Fofanah’s passion for the College has grown ever
since and extends into his involvement on campus.
He is a member of the Board of Programmers,
the executive secretary of PC’s a capella club, an
orientation leader, a Horizons mentor, as well as
a singer in the ensemble at the 10 p.m. Mass in St.
Dominic Chapel. When asked specifically about
the Board of Programmers and its presence on
campus, Fofanah said that “the Board illustrates
what a family is, making the notion of the classic
‘Friar Family’ ring true for me personally. The
board has always been there for me [through]
the ups and downs, and I cannot imagine my PC
experience without BOP.”

Deciding on his double major in psychology and
biology with the neuroscience certificate program is
also personal to Fofanah. “I always knew I wanted
to help people, specifically when it came to brain
diseases and substance abuse. My grandmother
has dementia, and seeing how she and my mother
had to adapt to her declining mental ability and
awareness was difficult,” he says. “Also, growing
up in Lynn, MA, I’ve seen how substance abuse
has broken families, with the conversation around
addiction as a conscious choice, not a disease.”
Fofanah is currently applying to graduate schools
for programs in public health with a focus on
substance abuse disorders. Eventually, he would
like to go on to medical school to become a
psychiatrist and work with those who struggle with
substance abuse or neurodegenerative diseases

like Alzheimer’s Disease or dementia.
Fofanah is looking forward to making the most
of what he has left of his college experience. He
especially appreciates the more normal experience
this semester has provided compared to previous
semesters. “It is easy to say that we lost. I think
the little moments mean so much more to me now:
hanging out in Slavin, going to basketball games,
even grabbing a meal in Alumni or Ray; it all
makes life at PC refreshing at times when school or
other activities feel overwhelming. This year being
more normal really shows how being together on
this campus makes it more alive.”
Looking back on his favorite memories here at
the College, Fofanah says he is going to miss being
an orientation leader the most next year.
One of his favorite PC memories was
being the orientation coordinator this year. “We
recaptured the sense of orientation and welcoming
new students at this year’s events, and being
an OC didn’t feel like a position, but instead an
opportunity to bring people together. Orientation
is such an amazing experience that I’ll be sad to
not be a part of next year.”
In reflecting on what PC has given him and
the opportunities he has been able to take part in,
Fofanah expressed nothing but gratitude. “Besides
the clubs and organizations I’ve mentioned before,
the person I am today was only possible because
of the support and opportunities that Providence
has provided for me on and off campus and still
even virtually. Home is supposed to push you, to
take those experiences, both good and bad, and
make a positive impact not only in yourself and on
those around you; PC offered me the opportunity
to grow, and while it hasn’t always been perfect, it
does leave you an experience you wouldn’t change
a thing about.”

Looking Towards a Safer New Year

A Review of Semester Safety Updates With Chief Eric Croce
by Emma Strempfer ‘24
News Staff
CAMPUS

be beneficial for safety during
inclement winter weather.
Chief
Croce
plans
for
photographs of the assigned
public safety officers to be
displayed in the lobby of each
hall during the spring semester,
and officers will establish an even
stronger relationship with hall
directors and resident assistants.
Students should feel comfortable
approaching and seeking help
from the officer who is there to do
just that, according to chief Croce.
Throughout the month of
November, it was difficult for
PC students not to notice t h e
increase in testing of blue light
towers all over campus. Several
students wondered why so many
of them were being tested at once.
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During the fall semester of
2021, several safety incidents left
Providence College students both
on and off campus feeling unsafe
and anxious. Looking back at the
semester, a stand-out moment was
on Oct. 5 when the 72nd Student
Congress held an open forum
with the Office of Public Safety,
where 350 students gathered
and shared personal and general
concerns surrounding safety on
and off campus. A day later, on
Oct. 6, Public Safety sent a followup email to the PC community
outlining the ways in which they
planned to remedy safety issues.
Now, two months later and at the
close of the semester, The Cowl has
followed up with interim chief of
public safety, Eric Croce, to address
some lingering questions among
students.
The conversation first addressed
those concrete elements laid out in
the Oct. 6 email.
The Safety and Security Task
Force was established in early
October as a coordinated effort,
including faculty, staff, Providence
police, and most importantly
students, to maintain updated
safety measures and improve
communication with students.
Chief Croce says that the task force
has been successful in “evaluating
the charge” and identifying the
“areas that need to be looked into.”

The task force has met several times
this semester and plans to continue
its work into the spring.
The Oct. 6 email detailed dayto-day programs pertaining to
safety, such as Friar Nite Ride,
self-defense classes, and officers
assigned to each dorm. In his
interview with The Cowl, chief
Croce wished to reiterate that these
are not new programs, but rather
practices that were halted because
of the COVID-19 pandemic. As far
as the success of the return of Friar
Nite Ride and self-defense classes,
Croce believes they are “working
well and are well-received.” What
is most important, he continues, is
that they are “available for those
who want them.” He also notes
that the late-night shuttle will

PC Public Safety plans to continue its ongoing work into the spring semester.

Blue light towers provided 24-hour
communication with Public Safety
and were used in the case of crime
or medical emergency. According to
chief Croce, the towers underwent
a series of routine maintenance
testing in November, and it was
discovered that some required
repairs and updates. He says, “It is
incredibly important to the Office
of Public Safety that these towers
are operational at all times.”
The safety of on-campus students
is just as important as those living
off campus. The Office of Public
Safety works closely with the 02908
Club and Operations Manager
Shannon Russell. The 02908 Club
has hired private security and the
Office of Public Safety is in weekly
correspondence with the property
owners. Chief Croce describes them
as “very attentive” and maintains
“strong
communication”
with
them. When asked about advice for
off-campus students, he reiterates
the basics: “secure your doors and
windows, lock your car, take out
your AC units.”
When asked about general
advice for all PC students, chief
Croce highlights three important
factors that he believes will greatly
reduce incidents. He identifies that
most incidents occur in the late
night or the early morning so at
these times he advises students to
not drink excessively, to travel in
groups, and to be overly conscious
of their surroundings.
College is a uniquely celebrated
experience in one’s life, and fear
for one’s person or belongings can
drastically impact that experience.

4 The Cowl

NEWS

December 9, 2021

Cultivating a Space for Expression and Dialogue
A Conversation With the Director of the Center at Moore Hall
Listening Tour
Continued from front page

goal,” Ros states. “And I want to make
sure we know that we are fighting to
become the Beloved Community.” It
is a goal which Ros is confident in;

“I believe that PC is and can be [the
Beloved Community].” But it will
take students and faculty working
together towards a collective vision
to achieve it.

“My heart is with the
students. It will forever be
that way, regardless of what
position I take next, or if this
is where I am meant to stay. I
will always be student-centered
and so will Moore Hall.”
One of the most profound aspects
of Ros’ work has been the integration
of both his academic and dance
careers, which shape his vision for
the Center at Moore Hall as a safe
and creative outlet for students,
faculty, and staff to authentically
express themselves. “[There are] a
lot of challenges,” Ros explains, “but
with them there comes perseverance.
[It is important in] finding other
artistically creative pathways and
routes to tackle these challenges.”
Art, in whichever creative capacity
one practices it, intersects with the
importance of promoting academic
pursuits, especially in bolstering
dialogues on the importance of
diversity and inclusivity on PC’s
campus. Ros continues to work
with the Black studies program
and the global studies department,
the archives department, and
the Office of Academic Services.
Through promoting the creative
means in which students can better
understand themselves, they are
also able to face adversity through
artistic pathways.
Ros has had a rather rewarding
career so far during his tenure at PC,
especially as director of Moore Hall.
The center is not only a physical
space, but it also resembles the
necessity in changing the College’s
deeply embedded social and cultural
narratives to bolster a more equitable
and diverse campus. Throughout
Ros’ life, he has emphasized the
importance of finding artistically
creative pathways and routes to
tackle the challenges that many
students at PC face, especially those

the campus and community and to
break down the harsh physical and
mental barriers between them.
Even though he works primarily as
the director of the center, Ros is still
heavily involved in the neighboring
communities that he “fell in love

individual at PC. The College has
long struggled to provide more
inclusive spaces for those students,
faculty, and staff who comprise a
community of underrepresented
groups on campus: including
BIPOC, the LGBTQ+ community,
and other historically marginalized
groups. In alignment with both Ros
and Moore’s central missions, the
center continues to be an open space
for all students to bolster the efforts
of cultivating the spaces necessary
for important dialogues on both
diversity and inclusion at PC.
There
are
still
profound
institutional changes necessary to
better promote that inclusivity and
visibility at PC. However, Ros’ story
proves that there is truly a seat for
everyone doing this kind of work
at the College, especially those
who express themselves through
creative and artistic means. Growing
up, Ros explains, “I often felt like I
couldn’t speak, or wasn’t allowed
to.” Now, he sees his work in dance
and diversity, at PC and beyond, as
“my family dinner.” The College is
fortunate to have Ros at its table.

Highlights of Ros’ Career
1999: Began performing with
the Carriage House Performers, a
Providence-based hip-hop group.
Joined Everett as a creator and
performer.
2004: Founder and director of the
dance based company, Case Closed!.
2016: Awarded Rhode Island
Monthly’s
Best
Documentary
Theater. Performed and spoke at
TedxTalk Providence. Invited again
to perform in 2017
2020: Completed Masters of
Education in the Urban Teaching
program at PC. Currently the
Director at The Center at Moore,
is an adjunct Professor at PC and
College Unbound, and supervisor to
the PC/Smith Hill Annex.
Campus Resources
Office of Institutional Diversity,
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After obtaining his bachelor ’s
degree, creating his solo show, and
traveling back to Cambodia for the
first time, Ros says, “Moving forward,
I knew exactly what I wanted to do in
terms of my education and education
for students like myself.” Speaking
with his liaison at College Unbound
about master ’s programs, Ros began
to consider—after much hesitation—
PC and the Master of Education in
Urban Teaching program.
Ros decided to give the College
a try, interviewing for the master ’s
program and graduate assistantship
with Dr. Nuria Alonso Garcia, the
director of the Master ’s in Urban
Teaching Program. He was accepted
to the program on the spot and
began a graduate assistantship
with Shan Mukhtar, the former
director of the Center at Moore
Hall. Ros worked incredibly hard in
this position, going into the center
on weekends and evenings, and
finished the master ’s program one
year early. He explained that “Moore
Hall was that welcoming space that I
felt like I belonged.” When Mukhtar
left the College, Ros was highly
recommended to be the interim
manager of the center. In July, Ros
was named director of the Center at
Moore Hall.
Since he first applied to be director,
Ros has emphasized that Moore Hall
is a student-centered space. He sees
himself as just a director, and the
students and graduate assistants as
“the ones who run the show.” One
of the most important aspects of
the center is collaboration between
students, faculty, and staff. When
decisions are made regarding the
center, Ros insists that students be
involved because “I believe in youth
voice, youth power.”
Although the primary goal of
Moore Hall is to “cultivate an
environment that supports BIPOC
and
historically
marginalized
students, staff, and faculty,” it is an
inclusive and welcoming space for
all students. Ros invites all members
of the PC community to engage in the
learning, programs, conversations,
and initiatives which occur at Moore
Hall. Students of all backgrounds can
and should “help move PC towards
reconciliation, restoration, social
justice, healing (on campus and in
relation to Providence community).”
“The Beloved Community is a

PHOTO COURTESY OF SOKEO ROS

Ros views the Center at Moore Hall as a student-centered and student-led space.

from underrepresented groups. Ros
emphasizes, “My heart is with the
students. It will forever be that way,
regardless of what position I take
next, or if this is where I am meant
to stay. I will always be studentcentered and so will Moore Hall.”
A significant challenge that Ros
has noticed during his time at PC
is the alienation of the surrounding
communities from the College’s
campus. The establishment and use
of Smith Hill Annex, a 1,000-squarefoot space on Douglas Avenue, has
been an important part of promoting
inclusive dialogue and collaboration
between PC and its adjacent
communities. As director of the
Center at Moore Hall, the Annex has
fallen under his responsibilities.
Through the Smith Hill Annex,
“We keep that line of communication
open, while also bridging that gap
without gates,” according to Ros.
Additionally, the Annex provides
“accessibility to resources to let
students, faculty and staff know that
we also have another space in the
community if you want
to get out there and be involved
with the community.” The Smith
Hill Annex is meant to foster
conversation between members of

All members of the PC community are invited to engage in the activites at Moore Hall.

with.” He has worked with students
in middle schools to help them
cope and understand their trauma
in collaboration with the Cognitive
Behavioral Intervention for Trauma
in Schools. He also worked for five
years with incarcerated youth in
Massachusetts in collaboration with
the Department of Youth Services.
Ros detailed the importance of
promoting dialogue between every

Equity, and Inclusion: Jacqueline
Peterson, Special Advisor to the
President Direct: (401) 865-2878 Office:
Harkins 312 jpeter14@providence.edu
Title VI Coordinator: Dr. Quincy
Bevely, Assistant Vice President, Office
of Institutional Diversity Direct: (401)
865-2889 Office: Harkins 312 qbevely@
providence.edu
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Amidst Pandemic, a Successful Semester
College Credits Community Protocols, Vaccines
by Colleen Dorian ‘25
News Staff

The holiday season is a time when people
throughout the world gather with those they love,
finding joy in the comfort of others and reflecting
on the various high and low points of another year
that has passed. While the Providence College
community disperses during the holidays, with
members spending the month-long break from
classes throughout different parts of the country
and the world, this campus community has had
the privilege to do what many extended families
and friends have not for quite some time: spend
each and every day together.
While the COVID-19 pandemic has kept many
from comfortably spending time with their
loved ones throughout the past year-and-a-half,
PC’s COVID-19 guidelines, combined with the
dedication of the students, faculty, and staff, has
allowed for the successful completion of another
semester amidst the unpredictable conditions of a
global pandemic.
One important decision that allowed PC to
confidently bring all students back to campus this
fall was the College’s decision to require proof of
vaccination for all returning full-time graduate
and undergraduate students.
The news of this decision was shared in an
email from Providence College president, Rev.
Kenneth R. Sicard, O.P., on May 27, wherein he
stated, “With our students vaccinated, we will be

to remove their masks when outside on campus
grounds, especially during the warmer weather,
when the fire pits on Slavin Lawn were frequented
and the Calabria, Martin, and Smith Pavilions
were utilized for outdoor classes.
Kathryn Kopcak ’25 shared her satisfaction
with the plethora of outdoor activities she has
experienced throughout her first semester at
PC, stating, “I love how we have been able to sit
around the fire pits with friends and catch up
without having to wear our masks.”
Ultimately, the general opinion of the student
body with how the College has handled COVID-19
this semester is one of satisfaction. Annie
Bekkelund ’25 is one voice that corroborates this
opinion. Bekkelund, who experienced a hybrid
learning model through much of her senior year
of high school, says, “It’s nice having in-person
classes every day of the week because it’s been
much easier to learn and meet people this way.”
Bekkelund and Kopcak are two of the many
voices that are grateful for the way PC has helped
make student life feel as normal as possible this
semester.
On Dec. 8, PC students received an email
from Continuity providing an update on current
conditions related to COVID-19 on campus and in
the community. According to the email, PC is now
experiencing a post-Thanksgiving uptick in cases.
As of Dec. 8, 28 positive cases have been
documented since Nov. 27. 17 students are
currently in isolation. The email states that this
uptick, while not surprising considering holiday
travel and trends in the state of Rhode Island, is a

8:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Series J
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Series N, O, and R
1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Series H
	
Wednesday, D
 ecember 15th
able to return to on-campus living and learning
much like it was before the pandemic.” Within
8:30 AM - 10:30 AM
his message, Fr. Sicard assured the PC community
Series A and B
that “exemption requests made on medical or
religious grounds” would most definitely be
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
taken into consideration.
Series M, P, and S
As per the Coronavirus Information and
1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Updates page of the PC website, which was
Series D and E
last updated on Dec. 3, the vaccination rates
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
of the PC community are as follows: 97% of
Series U and W
full-time students, 89% of part-time students,
and 97% of full-time faculty and staff are fully
Thursday, D
 ecember 16th
vaccinated.
In terms of numbers, PC has done a stellar job
8:30 AM - 10:30 AM
of controlling COVID-19 cases this semester. As
Series I
of Friday, Dec. 3, the on-campus Asymptomatic
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Testing Center had administered 4,291 student
COVID-19 tests and 1,501 faculty and staff
Series F
COVID-19 tests since Aug. 29, 2021. Of those
1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
administered tests, 20 student results came back
Series L
positive along with eight faculty and staff positive
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
tests; this data comes out to a 0.05% positivity
Series G
rate for on-campus tests administered to both
students and faculty and staff.
Outside of the on-campus testing data, this
Friday, D ecember 17th
semester prior to Thanksgiving break has seen
22 positive rapid test results among the student
8:30 AM - 10:30 AM
body along with 0 among the faculty and staff,
Series Q
as well as 12 self-reported positive tests among
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
the student body and 0 among the faculty and
staff.
Series K
Throughout the fall 2021 semester, PC has
1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
upheld
its promise to host in-person classes for
Series C
all students, and the College has required masks
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
to be worn inside all campus buildings for the
Conflict Exams
entirety of the semester.
The PC community has followed the indoor
mask mandate diligently, looking out for the
See Page 7 to determine what series your courses
fall under to know when your final exam is scheduled. safety of all who call Friartown home. Students
have, however, thoroughly enjoyed being able

cause for some concern.
With a rise in cases, the Continuity Task Force
reminds the PC community to continue its efforts
to slow the spread of COVID-19. Namely, wearing
masks inside campus buildings, washing hands,
staying home while sick, and getting tested when
experiencing COVID-19 symptoms will be key to
keeping this uptick at bay.
In addition, the email calls attention to PC’s
vaccination rate of 96%. This high vaccination
rate, it says, has been key to PC’s continued
success in combating the COVID-19 pandemic
throughout the fall semester. With this in mind, the
College strongly encourages the PC community to
schedule booster shots as soon as possible over
the semester break.
Looking ahead, the College expects to
maintain its indoor mask requirement and testing
protocols. As always, the College will continue its
collaboration with healthcare professionals and
the Rhode Island Department of Health to assess
the ever-changing conditions of the COVID-19
pandemic and, if necessary, reinforce or modify
existing protocols.
The email closed on a positive note, stating
that “We can all be optimistic about 2022, in part
because we have learned so much over the past
two years about what we need to do—individually
and collectively—to thrive as a community during
this pandemic. Let us stay the course—and stay
committed to each other ’s well-being—as we
look toward the beginning of the spring semester
and the shared experiences that make life at
Providence College remarkable.”
As the PC community prepares to leave
campus for a month of relaxation and time spent
with families, every member looks forward to a
continued upward progression of the normality
of campus life as Friartown takes the COVID-19
pandemic in stride.

Monday, D
 ecember 13th
8:30 AM - 10:30 AM
DWC 101 002
DWC 101 006
DWC 101 007
DWC 201 005
DWC 201 009
DWC 201 012
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
DWC 101 001
DWC 101 005
DWC 101 011
DWC 201 002
DWC 201 006
DWC 201 008
1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
DWC 101 008
DWC 101 009
DWC 201 001
DWC 201 004
DWC 201 010
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
DWC 101 003
DWC 101 004
DWC 101 010
DWC 201 003
DWC 201 007
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Series T, and V
Tuesday, D
 ecember 14th

CAMPUS

“We can all be optimistic about 2022, in part because we
have learned so much over the past two years about what
we need to do – individually and collectively – to thrive as a
community during this pandemic. Let us stay the course – and
stay committed to each other’s well-being – as we look toward
the beginning of the spring semester and the shared experiences
that make life at Providence College remarkable.”
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In Wisconsin Courthouse, Jury Says “Not Guilty”
Rittenhouse Acquitted of All Charges in Controversial Verdict
by Eileen Cooney ‘23
News Staff
NATIONAL NEWS
On Nov. 19, 18-year-old Kyle
Rittenhouse was acquitted on all
charges in his trial over the shootings
of three white men, two of whom
died, during demonstrations in
Kenosha, WI over a year ago.
In August 2020, Rittenhouse,
a resident of Antioch, IL, located
just across the border of Wisconsin,
partook in demonstrations after
Jacob Blake, a Black man, was shot
and wounded by a white police
officer, Rusten Sheskey, in Kenosha.
Occurring only a few months after
the killing of George Floyd in police
custody, the event sparked mass
protests in the streets of Kenosha.

Mark Richards stated that “Kyle was
a 17-year-old kid out there trying to
help this community. He did provide
aid and he was asking if anybody
needed aid.”
In the months before the trial,
Rittenhouse
amassed
a
large
following of supporters who donated
to his legal defense and praised him
as a hero protecting local businesses
that night. Up until the trial, he
was free on a $2 million bail that
was mainly raised by these online
supporters.
In Wisconsin, the defense only has
to point to some evidence that the
shootings were acts of self-defense,
whereas the prosecution has to prove
that it was not self-defense beyond
a reasonable doubt. The defense
provided evidence that Rittenhouse
was chased, faced threats, and was

“While the verdict in Kenosha will
leave many Americans feeling angry and
concerned, myself included, we must
acknowledge that the jury has spoken.”
After Blake’s shooting, the city
of Kenosha experienced looting,
crime, and destruction of homes and
businesses. Rittenhouse contended
that he shot in self-defense during
the demonstrations that occurred a
few days after the shooting.
Rittenhouse faced charges of
intentional, reckless and attempted
homicide, as well as reckless
endangerment. On the night of Aug.
25, 2020, he patrolled Kenosha with
his military-style semi-automatic
rifle, claiming to be protecting the
community. He shot and killed Joseph
Rosenbaum and Anthony Huber and
wounded Gaige Grosskruetz.
Arguing in his defense, attorney

struck by a skateboard. Additionally,
Rittenhouse testified that he feared
for his life and only began firing
when Joseph Rosenbaum tried to
take his rifle from him.
One of the prosecution’s key pieces
of evidence against the defense’s
self-defense argument was a video
of Rittenhouse saying a few weeks
before the riots that he wanted a gun
to shoot people in Kenosha whom
he thought were shoplifting. The
judge ruled that the video was not
relevant, and it was thrown out of the
case. This, as well as other missteps,
severely hurt the prosecution.
The defense was also aided by
Mr. Rosenbaum’s fiancée, Kariann

Nov. 19’s verdict was met with a number of protests.

Swart’s, testimony in which she
revealed
Rosenbaum’s
troubled
mental state and internal battles
with mental illness. She helped
further paint the defense’s picture
of Rosenbaum as a dangerous man
whom Rittenhouse was protecting
himself and the community against.
Wisconsin is an open-carry state,
which means that citizens can carry
legal firearms in public places even
if they do not have a permit. But,
this adjudication does not extend
to minors, and at the time of the
shootings, Rittenhouse was 17 years
old. Despite this, at the end of the
trial, a misdemeanor weapons charge
was dismissed because of the length
of the barrel on Rittenhouse’s rifle.
When he was acquitted of all

PHOTO COURTESY OF SHUTTERSHOCK.COM

charges, Rittenhouse clutched his
jacket and collapsed in sobs. While
many celebrated the jury’s decision
claiming Rittenhouse did what was
necessary to protect himself and his
community, others have condemned
the result. They say it raises safety
questions about open-carry laws and
whether these embolden people to
act violently.
In the wake of the jury’s decision,
President
Biden
called
upon
everyone “to express their views
peacefully, consistent with the rule
of law.” Additionally, Biden said that
“while the verdict in Kenosha will
leave many Americans feeling angry
and concerned, myself included, we
must acknowledge that the jury has
spoken.”

Facebook Whistleblower Exposes Company’s Influence
How the Social Media Company’s Algorithms Can Harm Users
by Olivia Coletti ‘24
News Staff
NATIONAL NEWS
Frances
Haugen
shook
the
public’s
perceptions of social media when she
anonymously filed complaints with federal law
enforcement about Facebook Inc., now known
as Meta Platforms, Inc. Haugen worked as a
product manager at Facebook before quitting
in May due to her concern with the company’s
power, motives, and harm imposed on society.
In October, Haugen disclosed tens of
thousands of pages of internal documents
to the Wall Street Journal that she believed
to prove Facebook knew about and chose to
ignore the harm their platforms cause. She has
testified before Congress twice, most recently
on Dec. 1.
A specific issue Haugen has with Meta
is its use of algorithms that drive popular
features, like the main feeds in Facebook and
Instagram, which impact people’s decisions
and mental health. Facebook and Instagram
users are starting to recognize the repetition
of ads and genres of content in their feeds.
This repetition is no coincidence, as it is the
work of algorithms. Algorithms, or simple
sets of instructions or logistics, are taken to an
extreme at Meta, with billions of dollars spent
to make even more money for the company.
Meta’s advertising revenues were at an alltime high in 2020, at $84 billion. While Meta’s
algorithms have proved successful for the

company financially, they have also produced
the exact outcomes Meta seems to want.
One of the many ways Haugen saw Meta’s
apparent neglect for its users’ well-being was
its unwillingness to take steps which would
limit polarization and prevent the spread of
misinformation. “Friction,” she describes,
is a way Meta could prevent the spread of
misinformation and false news. Friction is
any intervention which would slow down
the process of spreading information, such as
pop-ups or tabs to ask the user to read before
sharing an article. Haugen believes that these
interventions can dramatically help reduce the
number of falsified articles being spread.
The main focus of Haugen’s complaints is that
Meta specifically fosters an extremely negative
environment for its Facebook and Instagram
users. Photos by Instagram influencers, whose
content is often boosted by the platform’s
algorithms, can easily be altered, giving the
viewer an unrealistic idea of the human body.
Five Israeli Ph.D. students created the app
Facetune in 2013, which allows people to edit
their faces and alter their bodies in an image.
Facetune is so popular among social media
users that it is currently being used as Meta’s
case study on user acquisition.
“Within two years, their company, called
Lightricks, had generated about $18 million
in revenue from the 4.5 million downloads
of Facetune, which in 2015 cost between $3
and $4,” according to estimates by Business
Insider. These statistics support just how big
the photo-editing boom is.

Meta’s algorithms control what people
around the world see every day. The algorithms
exist to keep the user entertained, but to
what extent is entertainment manipulated?
According to Haugen, “The mechanics of our
platform are not neutral.” She believes that
Meta increasingly polarizes people’s opinions.
She connects this polarization to politics in
America, and the divide between the “right”
and the “left” in the media and on social media.
“User-generated content is something
companies have less control over. But they have
100% control over their algorithms,” Haugen
stated. “Facebook should not get a free pass on
choices it makes to prioritize growth, virality
and reactiveness over public safety.”
Haugen advocates for changes to Section
230 of the Communications Decency Act,
which states, “No provider or user of an
interactive computer service shall be treated
as the publisher or speaker of any information
provided by another information content
provider.” In essence, Facebook is currently
protected by this law from being sued for what
its users post.
In Henry Adams’ 1907 autobiography, he
describes his fear of technology’s power: “At
the rate of progress since 1800, every American
who lived to the year 2000 would know how to
control unlimited power.” This sentiment from
100 years ago foreshadows the widespread
control that Facebook and its social media
platforms have on society.
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Accountability for Accomplices

Why the Charges Against Oxford Shooter’s Parents Matter
by Julia McCoy ‘22
Opinion Co-Editor
POLITICS
Earlier this semester I reflected
on the Sandy Hook school shooting
that took place on Dec. 14, 2012.
Now, just days before the nine-year
anniversary of that devastating
moment in American history, the
United States once again mourns the
lives of innocent students. On Nov.
30, 15-year-old Ethan Crumbley, a
student at Oxford High School in
Michigan, opened fire and killed
four of his peers, wounding several
other students and faculty members.
Students Tate Myre, Hana St. Juliana,
Madisyn Baldwin, and Justin Shilling
all lost their lives. Justice must be
served on their behalf. But, once
again, America faces the question:
how many lives need to be lost before
the country starts to change its gun
laws?
The posed question, unfortunately,
goes nowhere. It has remained
stagnant
for
decades.
But,
developments in the case of the
Oxford High School shooting suggests
accountability for more parties than
just the suspected shooter.
Put in the most plain terms,
Crumbley would not have had access
to the semiautomatic handgun that he
used in the shooting if it were not for
his parents who purchased it for him.
James and Jennifer Crumbley, Ethan’s
parents, purchased the gun on Black
Friday—Nov. 26—for Ethan and
described it as a Christmas present in
social media posts. The two enabled

PHOTO COURTESY OF TIME MAGAZINE

The Oxford High School community gathered together to support the victims of the
school shooting that occurred on Nov. 30. The suspect and his parents now face charges.

the teen by giving him easy access to
the weapon and sensationalizing the
deadly device as a Christmas present.
The Oakland County prosecutor,
Karen McDonald, discussed gun
ownership in a press conference
following
the
tragedy:
“Gun
ownership is a right. And with that
right comes great responsibility.” She
is absolutely correct. Whether you
agree that American citizens should
have easy access to guns or not, there
is no question that gun ownership
should not be taken lightly. Nor is it
something that should be entrusted
to a 15-year-old as a Christmas
present. Celebrating guns as novelty
items undermines the danger that
they present.
McDonald charged both James and
Jennifer Crumbley with four counts

of involuntary manslaughter as they
are responsible for their son possessing
the weapon. She stated, “These charges
are intended to hold individuals who
contributed to this tragedy accountable
and also send a message that gun
owners have a responsibility. When
they fail to uphold that responsibility,
there are serious and criminal
consequences.”
In addition to providing their son
access to deadly weapons, James
and Jennifer Crumbley were also
repeatedly made aware of their son’s
mental health issues by the school. On
Monday, Nov. 29, a teacher saw Ethan
searching for ammunition online and
left a voicemail for the teen’s parents.
His mother’s response? “LOL I’m not
mad at you. You have to learn not to
get caught.” She had no issue with her

son looking for ammunition during
his class. She did not take the teacher
seriously.
The next concern occurred on
the same day as the shooting. That
morning, a teacher found a drawing
of a handgun, bullets, blood, and a
laughing emoji alongside phrases
like “blood everywhere;” “the
thoughts won’t stop. Help me;” and
“the world is dead.” School officials
called the Crumbleys to the school
and discussed seeking mental health
help for their son. According to The
New York Times, school counselors
asked about the teen’s well-being and
the Crumbleys confirmed their son’s
statement that he was not a threat.
They did not have to take their son
out of class. No one thought to check
if he had concealed a weapon in his
backpack that day. There seemed to
be no concern for their son even with
ample evidence.
In cases where minors are
able to acquire guns with easy
access, officials must consider how
much accountability the suspect’s
guardians have in the crime. In
this case, the charges are certainly
reasonable, as it is clear that the
Crumbleys were given plenty of
reasons and opportunities to talk to
their son about gun responsibility
and his mental health. And they did
nothing.
The deadlock of American gun
reform unfortunately suggests that
this is our reality for the foreseeable
future. But, with accountability
like we see here, there is at least
an awareness of the magnitude of
involvement and complicity in a
mass shooting of this nature.

Your Mental Health Matters

The Importance of Prioritizing Your Mind During Finals
by Olivia Coletti ’24
Opinion Guest-Writer
CAMPUS

Finals week is a stressful time for any
student, and, as the week begins, it is essential
to find the ways to manage one’s mental
health. Various studies have proven that
stress and heightened anxiety lead to people
overlooking things. Thus, when exam time
comes, if anxiety is at an all-time high, it will
work against you.
Some ways to put your mental health first
this week are by creating a schedule, eating
right, and studying hard, while also giving
yourself well-deserved breaks. PsychCentral
explains that “how you approach studying
matters as much as what you do.” Staying
positive, pacing yourself, and avoiding
negative thoughts and comparisons will
allow you to focus on the subject material.
Other study tips include studying in different
locations and finding where you work most
productively. Ultimately, as shown by these
studies, maintaining a positive mindset is
important to remain productive and keep
mental strength.
One club that has had a major impact this
semester on the conversation of mental health
at PC is Active Minds. The club celebrated
Mental Health Awareness month with events
throughout the entire month of October
while also bringing awareness to taboo topics.

the only one, that all of it was his fault,” says
Malmon.
It is important to be open with feelings this
week, check in with each other, and not let stress
boil over during exams. Your grades are not a
reflection of who you are, just your performance
in one college class. Even though it is important to
work hard, remember to stay balanced.
You never know what a student may be
dealing with, whether it is a sick parent,
financial concerns, or mental health
issues. According to a nationwide survey
by the American Addiction Center, “The
biggest stressor for students was exams
(89 percent).” That is a massive percentage
of the student body. If the majority of
students at PC are at peak stress this week,
there will be obvious tension on campus,
so much so that it can affect both the
academic and social lives of the student
body. The immense amount of stress
students may feel because of their exams
is a reminder to be kind to both yourself
and others this week.
According to Purdue University
professor Daniel Mroczek, “Some students
will worry a little bit, some will stress a lot,
and others will literally get sick. In my
career, I’ve seen three nosebleeds during
final exams.”
Take care of yourselves this week. We
PHOTO COURTESY OF PC FRIAR LIFE
are almost there, Friars.
Pictured is Brooke Vitulli ’22, one of the co-presidents of Active Minds.
Alison Malmon, the founder and executive
director of the national branch of Active Minds,
made it her mission to change the way we
approach mental health in the United States. She
lost her brother, a Columbia University senior
who concealed his depression, to suicide. His
silence hurt him further: “The depression had
created a space for him where he felt like he was

The club works several events throughout the year to encourage
mental health conversations.
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Remembering Virgil Abloh
Why He Should Be Celebrated as a Pioneer in the High-Fashion Industry
by Ashley Seldon ’24
Opinion Staff
SOCIETY

rejects the who-did-it-first mentality of previous
generations in favor of the copy-paste logic of
the Internet and its inhabitants.” Unlike the
French high-end brands, Off-White is inherently
American, and one can see Abloh’s roots as a
second-generation U.S. citizen. One of his most
famous pieces is his yellow belt that mimics
construction workers’ caution tape; it’s unique
and wearable. The prices of Off-White pieces are
still expensive but not as bad as Louis Vuitton or
Gucci. Belts are around $200, and purses can be
as low as $1,500.
Abloh’s most iconic work, subjectively, is
Hailey Bieber’s custom wedding dress with the
long romantic veil. His iconic quotation, “Till
Death Do Us Part,” is embroidered at the bottom.
It was a perfect collaboration, seeing that Bieber
is known as a famous model for her streetwear,

Virgil Abloh passed away on Nov. 28 at the
age of 41 after privately battling cancer. Abloh
was the creative director of the high-fashion
brand Louis Vuitton and the founder of OffWhite. He became the first-ever Black artistic
director for Louis Vuitton, paving a pathway
for other young, Black designers to follow
suit.
Abloh was controversial and daring in his
approach. As a young designer, he would
purchase Ralph Lauren shirts for $40 and then
print them with his Off-White logo to sell
for $550. He forever changed the meaning of
streetwear and has made it something that can
become high fashion. Before, streetwear was
prominent in African-American communities,
and people who dressed casually were
stereotyped as ghetto. Instead, Abloh, through
his art, was able to turn hoodies, purses, and
t-shirts that were simple in design and style
into something considered high-end.
Off-White was a complete breakaway from
the rigid designs of Louis, Gucci, Fendi, and
Prada and promoted simplicity and edge. OffWhite products typically say what they are
on the item; for example, an Off-White phone
case will display “phone case” on the product
in the signature quotation marks. A pair of
Off-White sneakers will say “shoelaces” on
them.
In one interview, Thom Bettiridge recalled
why it was so crucial for Abloh to use quotation
PHOTO COURTESY OF RICHMOND FREE PRESS
marks on his pieces: “Quotation marks are one
of the many tools that Abloh uses to operate Virgil Abloh will be remembered for his daring simplicity in
in a mode of ironic detachment…Abloh the fashion world.

and she was often seen wearing Off-White
pieces.
There is truly no other Black designer who
has influenced the high-fashion industry like
Abloh. He was a key inspiration for Kanye
West’s Yeezy line that has consistently sold
out and impacts streetwear as Abloh once
did. West’s pieces are simple and wearable;
they’re on the more affordable side, but his
shoe designs are unique.
Another young, Black designer who
recently hit the high fashion market is Telfar
Clemens with his Telfar bags. The tote purses
are simple and wearable and only $200, yet
specific designs are exclusive because they
sell out so quickly. Many celebrities can be
photographed courtside at basketball
games or walking down the street wearing
multi-colored Telfar purses.
Many models and profiled celebrities have
expressed their shock and despair towards the
sudden loss of such a talented designer and
close friend. Abloh has left behind a legacy
for other Black men to become designers.
He once said, “I realize my runways and
campaigns in my own image: young men of
color, who, in the future, might be able to
mirror themselves in the historical reflection
of luxury as much as any white boy down the
street.” As a child of immigrants from Ghana,
historically, Abloh was not supposed to
become a top designer and artist. However he
did not hide his creativity, instead he chose to
take a risk and share it with the world. Abloh
taught the world that young, Black children
could embody wealth and class just as much
as any white child in this country. Rest in
peace, Abloh, and thank you for breaking
barriers for future Black artists.

Easy Access Does Not Come Equally
Why a Fast-Paced World Holds Some at a Disadvantage

by Olivia Bretzman ‘22
Opinion Staff
SOCIETY

As we near the end of 2021, we must reflect
on the intensity of the year. Our worlds have
turned upside down and inside out the past two
years. More than ever, we have become reliable
on technology to inform, relate, and ultimately
survive.
Our culture has transformed into one of
extreme accessibility, and, as a result, of course,
there is extreme disparity. While accessibility
typically holds positive connotations, our
generation has become numb to the privilege
and the negative impacts created by accessibility
culture.
The term accessibility is defined by the
Oxford Dictionary as “the quality of being
able to be reached or entered” and “of being
easily understood or appreciated.” Of course,
technology has revolutionized this term as
almost everything has become easily obtained,
from groceries to relationships.
Allyson Giso ’22 explains, “Everything from
food to clothing to people has become accessible.
There is a market for people now.”
One can order groceries or a new outfit from
their phone just as easily as they can open
a dating app and find a date or hookup for
that same night. One can FaceTime with their
grandparents who live three states away or their
brother who lives in another country, which is
a beautiful thing; however, in terms of work,
school, and social lives, everyone has become
100 percent attainable 100 percent of the time.
It is no wonder why relationships are
more complicated than ever, and that people
are drained all the time. Not only does
communication become difficult without faceto-face interaction, but people are constantly

assuming that everyone has their means of
communication open at all times and get upset
when one does not respond right away. Giso
explains, “Relationships have been better but
more complicated because it opens up more
doors for communication, but everything can
be taken out of context.”
This accessibility also takes away from the
actual privacy and beauty of any relationship.
We tend to take our relationships for granted
when, in all reality, a text message hardly
equates to anything real.
Aside from relationships, there is a general
accessibility of commercial commodities and
basic necessities such as food delivery services
and online shopping. This particular version of
accessibility makes people impatient for things
that should and do, in reality, take time. Giso
comments on this phenomenon, stating, “It’s
like a shopper’s high…you need it now and
then it’s a letdown.”
Our constant mindset is that everything can
be handed over and easily used. Inevitably,
many can be affected negatively by this
without even realizing. It creates a mentality of
irritability, impatience, and self-centeredness
especially when things do not go as fast as one
believes they should.
On the other hand, the greatest disparities
within our society are highlighted through these
services. One could order two hundred dollars’
worth of alcohol to their house via Drizly for a
Christmas party while a person down the street
relies on SNAP benefits to survive.
Aside from necessities and relationships, art
and human culture have become incredibly
accessible, which, again, can be useful and
beautiful, but when misused, is a huge issue.
Instead of going to a museum to view a work
of art, one can literally download it onto their
phone or order a print on Etsy.
This can be applied to anything including

literature, movies, and music. It is constantly
misused. Artists, who are typically recognized,
can also be taken advantage of, which depreciates
such a huge part of life—art and travel.
Providence College is blessed with accessibility.
And again, for the most part, this is an incredibly
beautiful and overwhelmingly helpful reality for
students and professors. We have access to books,
people, and concepts that are truly fulfilling and
helpful for education. However, as we continue
to gain accessibility in general life, PC’s campus
needs to be mindful of the ways in which we use
our technology for good. Instead of ignoring the
disparities and negative impacts of accessibility,
we must be aware of how accessibility affects
every aspect of our culture.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

While access to groceries through delivery services and
other convenient systems can benefit some, it must be
remembered that these processes are not available for
everyone.
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Women’s Rights Conflicts Heighten
Women Are Severely Impacted by International Human Rights Issues
by Christina Charie ‘25
Opinion Staff
POLITICS

The famous Chinese tennis player Peng Shuai
recently made headlines when she accused
former Chinese Vice Premier Zhang Gaoli of
sexual assault. After her accusations were made
public, Shuai vanished for three weeks.
In addition to Shuai’s disappearance, the
posts containing the accusations were wiped
from her account within thirty minutes of
being uploaded. Shuai should not be censored
for demanding control over her body, which
is what the public believes is the case here. If
the disappearance and censoring of Shuai are
related to her allegations, then the reaction sets
an inadequate standard for a woman’s right to
autonomy over her body. Even though Gaoli is
not proven guilty in the official sense, the claim
certainly warrants investigation.
The global community, including the
Women’s Tennis Association, demanded proof
from the Chinese government that Shuai was
still alive. The WTA even threatened to pull
competitions out of China if Shuai was harmed
in any capacity. The United States indicated a
potential boycott of the 2022 Beijing Olympics
without action from the Chinese government.
While videos and photographs proving Shuai
was physically safe were eventually released by
the Chinese government, one cannot ignore the
blatant disregard for Shuai’s statement. Despite
representing her country on the international
stage, the Chinese government had no concern
for her quality of life.
One must consider what Shuai’s fate would

have been if the international community had
not rallied behind her. International pressure,
especially economic forms of persuasion, can
unfortunately influence the outcome of conflicts
surrounding gender issues.
Women face similar toxic situations in
other parts of the world. In Afghanistan, the
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Peng Shuai has been missing since she accused the
Chinese Vice Premier of sexual assault. The tennis star’s
disappearance is making global headlines.

reemergence of the Taliban has only worsened
the situation for women in the country. Female
reporters live in fear of being caught wearing
cosmetics or showing skin.
The Taliban perpetuates body-shaming and
subsequently demeans women in the process.
Wearing makeup should not be up for debate to
the public. Clothing and makeup are forms of
self-expression. By regulating appearance into
adulthood, the Taliban attempts to conceal each
woman’s unique qualities.
Additionally, the Taliban are returning to
a gender-separated school system, which
will inherently lead to educational inequities
between genders. Clearly, women have been
denied opportunities based on sex in
Afghanistan after the Taliban’s takeover.
The international community should hold
countries or organizations like the Taliban
accountable for sexist actions against women,
something they have yet to do.
Leaders certainly can condemn the actions
of a particular government, terrorist group, or
individual accountable by avoiding blanket
statements. A united force against gender
inequality will prove more formidable than
sporadic support.
The events these past few months have set
a new precedent in China and Afghanistan
by questioning women’s credibility and
value. Every single woman should be gravely
concerned by the current situation if they want
to enjoy the privileges of education, athletics,
and freedom of speech.
While the battle for women’s rights seems
geographically distant from the United States,
the conflict is still present and not to be ignored.

The Grass Is Not Always Greener

Living off Campus Is Not Everything It Is Made out to Be

by Joe Kulesza ’22
Opinion Staff
CAMPUS

come along with renting a house in Providence.
Freedom of off-campus living comes at the
expense of weekly chores. The previously foreign
concept of trash day quickly becomes a reality
for students living off campus. If trash barrels are
not brought out to the curb on the required day,
the trash that would have been picked up is left
behind for students to deal with for another week.
The problems created by excess trash can quickly
compound if missing trash day becomes a habit.
Along with the responsibility of managing
trash also comes the responsibility of security.
The sheltered environment on campus is starkly
contrasted by living off campus in Providence.
Break-ins off campus are unfortunately
commonplace in the neighborhoods surrounding
the College’s campus, and while forgetting to
bring out the trash might smell, leaving a car or
house door unlocked can result in much worse
outcomes.
Living off campus not only means being away

from classes, but also food. Many off-campus
students find it necessary to cook for themselves
since they live farther from the on-campus dining
options. But cooking is no simple task, especially
for those students who have never had to cook for
themselves before.
Students quickly forget about their dirty
dishes after placing them on the conveyor belt
in Raymond Dining Hall, but this luxury is not
available to off-campus students without a meal
plan. Dirty dishes are, therefore, left in the sink
until someone in the house feels compelled to
clean them.
Cooking, dirty dishes, and break-ins aside, the
excitement of off-campus living needs to be had
with careful consideration into all the contingencies
t h a t come along with it. Having an off-campus
house is an important step for many
students in between college and adult life, but
this step should only be taken cautiously with
tempered expectations.

When it comes to freedom, if high school is
structured like an authoritarian regime, then college
is the promised land. In this world of no parental
oversight, unlimited meal plans, and personal
autonomy, students who once followed a rigid
schedule in high school are now free to do as they
please, confined only by their academic schedule.
One of the many forms of freedom that is part of
college and is not present in high school is the option
to choose where one lives.
While underclassmen are largely confined
to on-campus residence halls such as St. Joe’s,
Cunningham, or Aquinas Hall, rising seniors have
seemingly unlimited options to choose from, as
living off campus becomes a possibility.
Excitement over off-campus housing usually
begins sophomore year, when deposits on houses
are placed. This, in itself, totally makes sense.
Commit to your future housing and roommates
only a year into college, what could go wrong? Talk
over who is living in which house follows shortly
after deposits are made, when the words “02908”
and “lease agreement” enter into the vocabulary
of many students eager to bask in the even greater
amount of freedom that comes with living off
campus.
The prospects of endless parties, no resident
assistants, and private bathrooms seem all too
tempting to prospective off-campus residents.
These benefits are so tempting that the downsides
to off-campus housing are seldom taken into
consideration.
Along with the heightened freedom of living off
campus comes a plethora of responsibilities and
contingencies that await students eager to enjoy
their senior year.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PROVIDENCE COLLEGE
The picturesque college campus that students are
Located
directly
across
the
street
from
campus,
there
are
certainly
some
perks
to
living
on
or
adjacent to Eaton Street.
accustomed to during their underclassman years is
quickly relinquished for many responsibilities that However, students must consider the responsibilities that come with this housing.
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Dangerous Precedent

The Meaning of the Kyle Rittenhouse Verdict
by Ashley Seldon ’24
Opinion Staff
POLITICS
During a series of protests in Kenosha, WI following
the shooting of Jacob Blake by a police officer, Kyle
Rittenhouse, a 17-year-old from Illinois shot and
killed two protestors in what he alleged to be an act
of self-defense.
While a 1994 Wisconsin law allowed Rittenhouse
to carry a semi-automatic AR-15 style rifle as a minor,
the fact is that no one so young should be able to own
an assault weapon and openly carry it to a protest.
While Rittenhouse claimed to be helping protect local
businesses from protestors, he knew the climate he
was walking into and the message he was sending
by going into such a highly emotional and violent
moment of civil unrest with an AR-15 rifle. He wanted
conflict, and that is exactly what he got.
Several people approached Rittenhouse to disarm
him. One person, Joseph Rosenbaum, lunged at
Rittenhouse and was fatally shot by him. Anthony
Huber, another victim of Rittenhouse’s violence and
a friend of Jacob Blake, tried to stop Rittenhouse
by hitting him with a skateboard. When Gaige
Grosskreutz approached Rittenhouse with a handgun
pointed at him, Rittenhouse shot and wounded him.
Rittenhouse’s intention was never to protect
businesses, but instead, was to incite more violence
and threaten protestors with his weapon. He caused
two deaths and one injury because he chose to attend
the protests that day.
In initial statements, Rittenhouse had claimed
he was an EMT. During his trial, which took place
throughout November, however, he admitted this
was a lie as he was questioned about why he did not
medically assist the people he shot.
The trial itself was generally a farce. While the
defense was speaking, the judge’s phone rang twice

with Lee Greenwood’s song “God Bless the USA”
as his ringtone. Could it be a mere coincidence that
this is the same song which was often used in Donald
Trump’s rallies to get the crowd excited? Or, was this
an indication of something different?
Kevin Gough, Rittenhouse’s defense attorney, also
felt that the presence of “high-profile members of the
African-American community” put pressure on the
courtroom despite the lack of disruption made by
such observers. Gough continued, “We don’t want
any more Black pastors coming in here,” arguing
against Jesse Jackson and Rev. Al Sharpton being
present. Gough’s comments further play into the racist
stereotype that black men are threatening, apparently
even just by their presence in a courtroom.
Despite these instances, it was a shock to many
when Rittenhouse was acquitted of all charges.
Even though he killed two people, he will face no
consequences. The judge ruled that Rittenhouse had
acted in self-defense, and his actions were just because
he felt that his life was on the line. Following the
verdict, Rittenhouse was praised by many Republican
politicians, who invited him to take internships with
them. How comforting that America’s politicians
feel that a murderer is a strong candidate for a future
career in politics.
Many also do not like to confront the fact that
Rittenhouse was an avid Trump supporter and that
he supported the Blue Lives Matter movement.
Looking through a lens of race, there are more issues
within the Rittenhouse decision, because his privilege
as a white person likely afforded him advantages. This
case further proves the danger of a party that promotes
gun ownership, white innocence, and racism. The
precedence of self-defense, if it applies to this 18-yearold white boy, should be equally considered in cases
with Black defendants. But our justice system often
does not work that way. If self-defense is the precedent
being set, it needs to apply to all cases, not just a now
18-year-old white boy.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NPR

Rittenhouse, now 18, will not face any consequences after
fatally shooting two men and injuring another.

For example, women who go to jail for protecting
themselves against men who rape and beat them—
like Cyntoia Brown, who was given a life sentence
at sixteen—should be treated the same. In another
case during the summer of 2020, Marc Wilson and
his girlfriend were parked near a pickup truck full of
white teenagers that began yelling racial slurs. The
teenagers swerved in front of them and tried to knock
Wilson’s sedan off the highway; they also threw an
object at the car. Wilson shot at their vehicle and killed
Haley Hutcheson sitting in the backseat. He tried to
argue self-defense, saying that he and his girlfriend
feared for their lives, yet the judge denied Wilson’s
bail and ruled last week that he felt Wilson was a
“significant threat” to the community.
If self-defense is the precedent being set, the justice
system needs to ensure this right applies to Black
individuals as well.

Reflecting on a Post-Pandemic Semester

How Providence College Students and Faculty Adjusted to a “New Normal”
by Jezel Tracey ’24
Opinion Staff
CAMPUS

mental health days within the semester, these
minor changes made a difference.
As a result of this mission to get back to
“normal,” it seems as though these tactics have
been eliminated. While this does seem like the
most efficient way to do this, it fails to understand
that we are still “abnormal.” Instead, individuals
should focus on creating a new normal.
So, as we approach the new year, it is important
for one to use the lessons learned before and
after COVID-19 to make a better version of
themself. If there is anything that this pandemic
has taught us, it is the importance of showing
up for oneself. In creating this new normal, one
must identify the healthy and unhealthy habits

learned both before and during COVID-19.
Navigating post-pandemic methods while still
being in that pandemic makes it very easy to
fall into a mental rut of frustration, sadness, and
irritation. Being a college student through all of
this surely does not lessen the weight. However,
it is still our responsibility to be productive and
active in caring for ourselves.
Last year ’s New Year ’s resolution might have
been to “get back to normal.” For this year, one
should focus on creating attainable resolutions:
ones that cater to self-care more than productivity
goals.
If you do not show up for yourself, you cannot
show up for others.

This semester has not been easy. It has been
one of adaptation, regulation, and, most of all,
confusion. Despite the negative events that have
taken place, this year has been a mark of progress
in the world’s battle with COVID-19.
Moving on from a year of online classes and
being mandated to wear masks outside, walking
to classes and sitting in classrooms feels abnormal.
Thus, administrators and professors have done
their best to replicate a normal semester this fall.
However, the “normal” that was in practice
before 2019 no longer exists. Rather, the
circumstances that COVID-19 established have
become the “new normal.” This holds especially
true for students who started college during the
pandemic. As a result of this, three of the four
classes at Providence College do not know what a
normal college experience is like.
While many are able to acknowledge the
urgency in reflecting on and addressing these
events, responsibilities and obligations might get
in the way of this. If there is anything that went
back to “normal,” it would be the “work hard,
play hard” and “life goes on” clichés. Although
this is necessary, it only adds more stress to the
process of understanding and adapting to how the
world has shifted within the past two years.
On top of progressing into a higher grade with
higher expectations and requirements, students
and professors are still required to cope with the
political, social, and economical unrest that have
been and are still taking place today. This becomes
challenging when course work is managed
as if the pandemic no longer exists or affects
PHOTO COURTESY OF PROVIDENCE COLLEGE
students. Whether it was having Zoom classes as Students at PC were excited to get back into the classroom this year, but they should remember that the task of getting
an alternative when one is sick or implementing “back to normal” is taxing and should take time for themselves to adjust.
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Defeat, Don’t Delete
Social Media Does Not Have to Be Damaging to Mental Health
by Sydney Gayton ’23
Opinion Staff
SOCIETY

At some point or another, everyone has
probably compared themselves to others on social
media. Whether it be a new job or internship
posting on LinkedIn, or a perfectly captured
candid on Instagram, it can be difficult to not
compare yourself to others’ achievements, or
what is known as the “highlight reel.” Generally,
people post all of the good and none of the bad
on social media, which contributes to that socalled highlight reel. This forms an inaccurate
representation of a “perfect life,” or feed, at
least.
It is not necessarily a bad thing to post only the
best and brightest moments of life, even if they
are filtered with an editing app; it has become
a human tendency. But, again, another human
tendency is to compare aspects of one’s own life
to the highlight reel of another. This is where the
damaging effects of social media lie.
The issue, though, isn’t social media in and
of itself. Social media has become a beneficial
tool in keeping the world connected, and this
has become more obvious throughout the
coronavirus pandemic. Families can post
pictures on Facebook or Instagram for their
relatives to see and FaceTime grandparents that
live hours away.
College-aged students in particular compose
a significant percentage of social media users.
66 percent of Gen Z, people born between 1997
and 2012, report that social media is “an essential
part of their lives.” In 2021, 42 million Gen Z
consumers reported using Snapchat, 37.3 million
TikTok, and 33.3 million Instagram.

In recent years, social media has become
heavily criticized for the negative effects it can
have on individuals, and not without reason.
Studies have shown that heavy social media use is
linked to an increased risk of anxiety, depression,
and suicide. Social media can, and does, promote
negative experiences and feelings of inadequacy
about certain aspects of people’s lives, but it does
not have to.
When people call social media damaging to
their mental health, what is damaging is not the
platform, but their use of it. In Bailey Parnell’s
TED Talk on this subject, she gives tips and
advice to prevent social media from damaging
one’s mental health, such as self-reflecting after
social media experiences. It is okay to unfollow
celebrities or even friends if it harms one’s selfworth. Parnell urges listeners to also model good
behavior on social media. Do not contribute to
hurtful posts or spread negativity. Social media
does not have to harm people; it can lift people
up and be a good experience, not one where
people feel worse after.		
Parnell also says that when we discuss “the
dark side of social media, what we really talk
about is the dark side of people.” Facebook does
not make people post offensive things on the
site and Instagram does not force people to
post hurtful comments on pictures. It is easy
to blame social media sites for some of the
negatives that can come with them, but it also
seems misdirected. Parnell says she does not
want people to stop using social media because
it realistically is here to stay, and because of all
the benefits it can have; yet, she urges listeners to
“practice safe social [media].”
Social media should be viewed as neutral:
neither bad nor good. All the negatives and
toxicity people attribute to social media platforms

Christmas Takes First Place
Why Christmas Is the Top Holiday at PC
by Christina Charie ’25
Opinion Staff
CAMPUS

The real holiday season arrives once
Christmas lights adorn every building.
Americans spare no expense when
Thanksgiving and Christmas roll
around each year. However, there is a
clear distinction between Thanksgiving
and Christmas at Providence College
that makes December simply magical.
From Christmas trees in Slavin
Center to Holiday Bingo, Christmas
is the more exciting holiday on
campus. Students cannot ignore BOP
Christmas stickers or Christmas
caroling during halftime at the
Dunk. McPhail’s becomes a center
for gingerbread house-making
and
holiday-themed
do-ityourself activities. PC becomes
a quintessential childhood
countdown to Christmas.
Organizations on campus
simply do not have as
many
Thanksgiving
traditions or celebrations.
Additionally, students
have more time to
celebrate Christmas with
an extended break. With
travel time considered,
Thanksgiving break
happens within the
blink of an eye. Even
though students
love being at
the
College,
every
Friar
needs
time

to rest in the company of family
and
friends.
Christmas
break
provides more valuable time at
home during the academic year.
Furthermore, Christmas entertainment
offers an option for all movie lovers.
From comedic masterpieces such
as Home Alone and Elf to classic tales
like Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
and A Charlie Brown Christmas,
most have a favorite Christmas
movie. This speaks to the impact
Christmas has upon the masses.
Inherent qualities of magic and
wonder exist that make Christmas an
impactful part of the year where the
countdown to Christmas is the
most wonderful time of the year.
Christmas brings communities
together through shared joy.
The holiday allows Friars
to celebrate the end of the
semester in a unique way.
Christmas gives everyone
on campus a reason to smile
throughout the day, despite
the stress of exams and
papers. However, every
single day should be a
reason to spread cheer.
Even though Christmas
only happens once a
year, the kindness of the
season does not have
to vanish after Dec. 25.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CREAZILLA

are things people have always done, like comparing
or bullying, the only difference is that it is now online.
People would not blame their television providers
for a bad show or movie the way they do with social
media.
The bottom line is that, when used incorrectly,
social media can have negative consequences on users’
mental health. A survey conducted by the CDC in 2020
found that one in four Americans between the ages of
18 and 24 has considered suicide in the past month. In
a class of 30 students, that would mean seven to eight
students have contemplated ending their lives. That is
a scary and very serious statistic. So, always remember
to be kind to others and yourself, in person and on
social media, because behind someone’s Instagram
highlight reel, they could really be struggling.
Kindly educate someone the next time they say social
media is ruining people’s lives, point out safe ways to
use these platforms and help redirect the blame from
these sites to harmful individuals instead.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION

Social media is readily available. We need to train our minds
against its negative effects.
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OPINION

by Nicole Patano ‘22
Editor-in-Chief
EDITOR’S COLUMN
December is finally here, which
means that 2021 is coming to a close.
Whether you read that sentence with
relief or grief, it’s important to reflect on
what has occurred during the past year.

It’s times like these that I regret not
keeping a daily journal to remember all
of the “small” moments in my life. At
the start of the semester, my roommates
downloaded the One Second Everyday
app and have since been capturing all of
the mundane and meaningful moments
they experience on a daily basis.
Unfortunately, with my temperamental,
seven-year-old cellphone, I was unable
to partake. When you only have so
much storage to work with, you learn
to be selective about the pictures you
are taking and saving.
Thus, I would say the pictures I
have taken over the course of the year
represent some of the most important
and special moments to me (with the
occasional meme thrown in). Over
Thanksgiving break, I created a “Year
in Photos” to reminisce on all of the
moments from 2021 that I considered
important enough to take up my
phone’s storage.
Going through this process, I
realized that despite (and in spite of)
the COVID-19 pandemic, work, and
school, I was fortunate enough to go
on a number of adventures this year. I
walked to the Statue of Liberty, sat on a

TAN GENTS
Die Hard Is Not a Christmas
Movie

throne of ice, hiked through the clouds,
snuck into Yale’s library, frolicked
through a field of sunflowers, and flew
across the country and back in less than
48 hours.
Beyond this, I realized that I was
fortunate enough to spend the year with
the people I love most: my parents and
grandma, my best friends, and, if we’re
measuring the level of love by number
of photos, my cat above all others. After
spending most of 2020 at home and on
our own, we have to take advantage of
the opportunities to go out, see others,
and make the most of our lives.
As you reflect on this past year,
think about how you want it to inform
the choices you make in 2022. What
was lacking in your life this past year:
adventure, human connection, iPhone
storage? Enter the new year prepared to
fill these gaps. If you make New Year’s
resolutions, consider one which directly
relates to the events of 2021. If you find
it as difficult to even remember what
happened this year as I did, consider
making daily journaling one of your
resolutions. You’ll thank yourself when
2023 comes around and you begin the
process all over again.

& TIRADES

The Christmas season is finally underway, which restarts
a prominent debate of our time: Is Die Hard a Christmas
movie? The decades-long debate finally ends here, for the
correct take is that Die Hard is not a Christmas movie, and to
think otherwise does not make any sense.
Die Hard is an action and thriller film. It revolves around
the character John McClane, an NYPD officer tasked with
saving his wife and other civilians who are being held
hostage by terrorists. The movie is a constant battle between
McClane and the terrorists. It provides viewers with great
action scenes, but the only aspect of the movie that has to do
with Christmas is that it takes place on Christmas Eve.
Compare Die Hard to actual Christmas movies like The
Santa Clause, Elf, or National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation.
It is clear there is no actual element of a Christmas movie
within Die Hard. The movies listed above have some sort of
Christmas theme within them, whether it be Santa Claus, a
literal elf, or hanging out with a crazy family for the holiday.
Bruce Willis with an assault rifle shooting at terrorists while
yelling “yippee ki-yay” does not exactly scream Christmas.
If the movie took place on any night besides Christmas
Eve, there would be no debate. Die Hard is a great movie,
and if people want to watch it at Christmastime, good for
them. But it is not a Christmas movie.
—Zach Rossi ’23

Snow Days: A Thing of the
Past?

Waking up in the morning, seeing the white
flakes of snow outside my window, and thinking,
“Maybe today will be a snow day,” was always
one of my favorite ways to wake up during the
winter because it meant an extra day off from
school and more time to sleep in. But thanks
to Zoom, are snow days a thing of the past?
The snow made commuting to school dangerous
or even impossible under some conditions, which,
in turn, resulted in a snow day. However, due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, Zoom has become the
go-to for teachers when they feel in-person classes
are not the safest option. So, if it is too dangerous
to commute and professors are unable to travel to
school, will they move to remote learning for the day?
Currently, it is unclear what a snow day will
look like in the near future; however, it is safe
to say that it will not be the snow day that we
all experienced in the past. Snow days might be
changing into days of remote learning and learning
from home, replacing days off and sleeping in.
What does a snow day mean to you? Will remote
learning on a snow day be just as accepted as a day
off? Or, should we just start hoping now that we have
no snow days soon? Personally, I am going to miss
waking up to an email stating “Snow Day: Day Off.”
—Erin Garvey ’22
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With Great Puzzling Comes Great Responsibility

The Riddler’s Rotunda

Why is the Hulk so good at gardening?
What does Batgirl wear to bed?
Why did Superman wrap himself in bread?
What does Spider-Man do for a living?
Why could Robin not play baseball?
What do you call a superhero who protects a computer?
Created with the combined brain power of The Puzzler ’23, The Riddler ’23, and the Brain Blaster ’23.
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RIGHT: The Providence College Chorus and
Campus Ministry Choirs sang at “Lessons and
Carols” in St. Dominic Chapel on Saturday, Dec. 4.
BELOW: Students gathered for the Annual
Christmas Tree Lighting on Thursday, Dec. 2 for
the tree lighting on Slavin Lawn, Insomnia Cookies,
live music, and crafts.
BELOW RIGHT: The School of Business hosted
“50 Years of Women, Business & Growth: Women
in Business Alumni Panel” on Tuesday, Nov. 30.
Marithza Cadet ’14 and ’15GS is pictured speaking
to students about her time at Providence College
and her journey in the business world as a woman.
BOTTOM: The Irish Dance Club hosted their “Fall
Semester Showcase” on Tuesday, Nov. 30. Dancers
performed in the Angell Blackfriars Theatre in
Smith Center for the Arts.
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What is your favorite holiday scent?

“An Italian household on Christmas Eve.”
Dominic DeMilo ’22

“Pine Tree.”
Kali Lima ’23

“Fresh Balsam.”
Tiffany De Varona ’23

“Gingerbread.”
Logan Jacques ’22

“Fireworks on the Fourth of July.”
Collin Malloy ’22

“Snickerdoodle.”
Mackenzie Godley ’23

“A lovely cheese pizza just
for me.”
- Kevin McCallister
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Six Gents’ Thanksgiving Show Delights
Student Performers Make Audience Thankful for Laughter
by Grace Whitman ’22
A&E Staff
ON-CAMPUS ENTERTAINMENT

PHOTO COURTESY OF @SIXGENTS ON INSTAGRAM

On Tuesday, Nov. 16, Providence College
students made the trek down to the Smith
Center for the Arts for Six Gents’ second show

of the semester, “A Six Gents Thanksgiving.”
Since auditions for the comedy group were
held last month, the show started with personal
introductions for the new members of the club.
Instead of simply introducing them, however, the
group performed a skit written in the style of an
interrogation. President Sydney Cahill ’22 and Vice
President Jack Grosso ’22 led the questioning, trying
to figure out if Emma Harrington ’22, Christina
Charie ’25 and Andy Belotte ’25 were ready to join
the group and determine if they could get Six Gents
more funding for their budget. Cahill, Grosso, and
audience members discovered that, as a member of
Student Congress, Belotte was perfectly positioned
to obtain some additional funding from Congress.
One of the most memorable skits was a play on
the Lifetime show Dance Moms. On the show, dance
teacher Abby Lee Miller regularly ranks her dancers,
pyramid-style, based on their performances
from the previous weekend. Harrington, who
played Abby Lee Miller, ranked Maddie Ziegler
(Aidan Benjamin ’23) on the top of the pyramid, per
usual, and choreographed an interpretive dance for
Maddie and JoJo Siwa (Katie Vennard ’22) to perform
inspired by the wreck of the Titanic. When JoJo and
Maddie’s moms didn’t approve of the number,
Jill Vertes, played by Belotte, thought it could
be a perfect opportunity for “her little Kendall.”
Growing up, most students probably watched
Bill Nye the Science Guy’s videos on rolling TV
carts in elementary school and smart boards as they

grew older to learn about science topics ranging
from the phases of matter to static electricity. The next
skit played on the idea that as students grow
up, Bill Nye, played by Benjamin, has some
mature topics to teach them about in the new
and improved Bill Nye the Science Guy program.
Six Gents was originally created to serve as a
Saturday Night Live-style sketch group so, for the
Thanksgiving show, Cahill and Analisa Pisano
’23 paid homage to the show by doing a Weekend
Update skit pretending to be Michael Che and Colin
Jost. In the fictional news program, the hosts cracked
some jokes about Dean Sears’ emails and “new
Ray.” They also brought in special guest Grosso to
play a game of Taylor Swift Trivia. With Red (Taylor’s
Version) recently released, Pisano and Cahill asked
Grosso to finish the lyrics of her songs. He was able
to nail “I Knew You Were Trouble” and “You Belong
with Me,” but the crowd let out an enthusiastic “boo”
when he didn’t know the lyrics to “All Too Well.”
In between each of the skits, Six Gents members
asked the audience for words to substitute for
blanks in a story before reading aloud in a game
of Mad Libs. When asked for a store, “PC Mart”
was thrown out, and some funny nouns included
“Jake Gyllenhal” and “bowling ball.” To wrap up
the show, the gents read the hilariously random
mad lib that the audience created together.
Students looking for more laughs were able to enjoy
Six Gents Holiday show last night, and the group is sure
to have more amazing performances next semester.

’Tis the Season for Music at Providence College
A Fantastic Weekend of Concerts on Campus
by Jack Downey ’23
A&E Co-Editor
ON-CAMPUS ENTERTAINMENT
Over the past week, there were
many concerts at Providence College
as the semester begins to wind down.
The first was a performance at 4:00 p.m.
on Dec. 3 featuring the PC Orchestra.
Helmed by Dr. Sang Woo Kang, the
talented musicians captivated the
sizable audience with several classical
standards such as “Concerto No.
4 in F minor” by Antonio Vivaldi.
This song in particular featured
absolutely outstanding work by
concertmaster Hashim Hassan ’23,
though it cannot be understated
how well the blend of PC students
and local musicians performed
throughout the duration of the show.
Later that night, at 7 p.m., the PC
jazz band, directed by Dr. Eric Melley,
took the stage over at ’64 Hall. The band
came out at full force with the Sonny
Rollins standard “Tenor Madness,”
featuring a blazing solo by tenor sax
player Tommy “T-Bone” Hebert ’23.
As the set progressed, the band took
on all different styles of music, the
most surprising of which being ’80s
pop. Grace Maffucci ’22 joined the
group on stage for a couple of songs,
the last being “Time After Time” by
Cyndi Lauper. Despite the fact that

this song is anything but jazzy, the
band’s sparse rendition, accompanied
by Maffucci’s standout vocals, made
it one of the concert’s highlights.
Saturday saw the long-awaited
return of rock band St. Joe and the
Dorms. Donning Christmas-themed
clothing for this performance, the trio
tore the roof off McPhail’s with a mixture
of rock classics and holiday staples,
including Wham’s “Last Christmas,”
Chuck Berry’s “Run Rudolph Run,”
and Bruce Springsteen’s take of “Santa
Claus is Coming to Town.” Conrad
Drezek ’25 held nothing back with his
drumming, Griffin May ’24 captivated
the audience with his guitar playing
and charisma, and yours truly held
down the fort on bass and vocals,
even if that meant nearly suffering
a concussion after flying backwards
during one of the more energetic
songs. One must face physical
injury in the name of rock, after all.
Also on Saturday was Lessons and
Carols. Returning after a year of hiatus,
PC’s Liturgical Choir and PC’s Chorus
joined together and performed classical
church hymnals and carols to ring in
the season. The combination of music
and Gospel readings truly added to the
experience. Some highlights included
the beginning of the service, with solos
by Maffucci and Logan Johnson ’23,
as well as cantoring by W. Cole Patno
’24. Another memorable moment came
when Dominican Schola joined the
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Hashim Hassan ‘23 soloing during the PC
Orchestra concert.

combined group to sing a Gregorian
chant. Presiding over Lessons and
Carols was Father Kenneth Sicard, O.P.,
President of Providence College.
One would be remiss not to mention
the a cappella concerts that occurred
this past weekend. The three groups,
Strictly Speaking, Anaclastic, and
Special Guest, held two shows. The first
fell on Dec. 3 at 7:30 p.m.; the second,
Sunday at 3 p.m. Having two shows
turned out to be a prudent move,
since people absolutely packed Ryan
Concert Hall to see the groups perform.
First on stage was Anaclastic, the allfemale group. The audience was left
speechless by the beautiful harmonies
and powerful solos that radiated
from the stage, the natural reverb of
the concert hall making the group
sound like one three times their size.

After them came Strictly Speaking,
the co-ed group. They had the
audience raving as they sang their
way through multiple fan favorites,
including Lorde’s “Bravado,” which
was led amazingly by Grace Stewart
’23. The set closed with Bastille’s hit
“Pompeii,” with Jack Wilmot ’24
taking lead as the rest of the group
dutifully backed him up throughout.
The final of the three to perform
was the all-male group, Special Guest.
Coming out with gusto, the group
grabbed the attention of those in
attendance with their clothes, which
featured blazers and turtlenecks,
as well as their entertaining stage
presence. The latter was exemplified
by members of the group dancing
during some of the songs. One of the
highlights was The Bee Gees’ “More
Than A Woman,” which featured
Dom DaSilva ’24 on lead vocals. Their
set concluded with a show-stopping
rendition of Silk Sonic’s “Leave The
Door Open” with solos by Christian
Willett ’24 and Nolan Donato ’22,
and on that note, the door closed.
This past weekend was truly an
eventful one for music at Providence
College, and it was great to see how
positive of a reaction each event
received. Hopefully, such musical
events at Providence College will
be met with this appreciation next
semester and for years to come.
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The Tattooist of Auschwitz

A Hopeful Tale of Love Amidst Hatred
by Tully Mahoney ’23
A&E Staff
LITERATURE
Heather Morris’s novel The Tattooist of
Auschwitz is a compelling story of love that takes
place within one of the dreariest environments
possible: a concentration camp. Although
the basis of this tale is incredibly intriguing,
Morris does a poor job at illuminating its depth.
This novel follows the true story of Lale Sokolov,
a Slovakian Jew. He is forced into the concentration
camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau. When his Nazi-German
captors find that he speaks multiple languages, they
force him into the position of the camp tattooist,
which means that he must inscribe each prisoner’s
identification number on their arm. This position
brings him much more security and safety than any
other prisoner because the Nazis viewed him as a
greater asset than his fellow captees. For instance,
he is provided larger rations and a personal cabin.
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He uses this higher ranking position to exchange
jewels and money for food in the hope of keeping
other prisoners alive, risking his own safety to do so.
It is in this position that he meets the love of
his life, Gita. She comes to him to get her prisoner
identification marking tattooed on her first day
at the concentration camp. He nearly gets the
two of them killed because he cannot stand the
idea of marking such a beautiful woman. During
their first meeting, he vows to one day marry her.
The Tattooist of Auschwitz illuminates themes
of survival, faith, love, sacrifice, and uncertainty.
Morris’ use of Gita and Lale’s love story as the basis
for this historical fiction novel is powerful enough
to make up for her poor writing, but it would
have been much better if she used more prose.
Morris instead relies very heavily on dialogue,
which makes sense given her background in
screenwriting. If she had included more description
of her characters’ emotions and features as well as
their environment, this story would truly lift off
the page and perhaps leave the reader a different
person after reading it. Morris’ lack of description,
however, makes for rather tedious reading.
Nonetheless, since this novel is based on a true
story, readers will be on the edge of their seats,
anxious about what the characters are risking for
love. Despite the lack of detail in regards to the
characters’ emotions, the storyline will be enough for
readers to feel their tension, love, and exhaustion.
Indeed, there are thousands of novels about the
Holocaust, but it is often difficult to find a silver
lining in them since they detail such a tragic event in
world history. This novel finds that silver lining. The
Tattooist of Auschwitz reminds readers that survival
can be a form of resistance and love can triumph
over hatred if one holds onto it tight enough.
Overall, The Tattooist of Auschwitz deserves
3/5 stars. While the true story is compelling,
Morris’ lack of artistic figurative language is a
source of frustration. If Morris chooses to make
this novel into a movie with her screenwriting
background, perhaps she would be able to more
successfully convey Gita and Lale’s beautiful love.
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2021 American Music
Awards Winners
Artist of the Year:
BTS
New Artist of the Year:
Olivia Rodrigo
Favorite Male Pop Artist:
Ed Sheeran
Favorite Female Pop Artist:
Taylor Swift
Favorite Pop Album:
evermore, Taylor Swift
Favorite Pop Song:
“Butter,” BTS

“Long Live” the Legacy of Taylor Swift
How the Artist’s Career Has Blazed Trails for New Stars
by Julia McCoy ’22
A&E Guest Writer
MUSIC
How does society judge an artist’s influence?
Success is often judged not only by their accolades,
but also by their ability to influence future generations
of artists. That is exactly what Taylor Swift has
been able to do throughout her career. Even more
impressive: she’s only 31 years old (32 later this month).
Since her debut album, Taylor Swift, hit the radio
in Oct. 2006, Swift has accumulated eleven Grammy
awards and become the most decorated artist in
American Music Awards history. Swift has released
nine studio albums and is beginning to re-record
those albums that she does not yet have ownership
of, with two of them already released this year.
Something that the well-decorated artist has been
aware of, however, is the possible ephemerality of PHOTO COURTESY OF CNN
her career and fame. On her re-recorded album, Red Taylor Swift and Olivia Rodrigo at the 2021 BRIT Awards.
(Taylor’s Version), Swift released a song “from the gaining their own success in the music industry.
Rodrigo’s Sour is steeped in Swift’s influence.
Vault” featuring Phoebe Bridgers titled “Nothing
New.” Originally written in 2012, it speaks to Her song, “1 step forward, 3 steps back,” features
Swift’s fears of losing her “radiance” as she gets an interpolation of Swift’s “New Year’s Day” from
older. Listeners were quick to notice the way that reputation. After Rodrigo’s hit “driver’s license” broke
these lines resonate with Swift’s career today. Swift records, Swift reached out as a friend and mentor
sings that new artists will use her as inspiration: to for the young artist. When sharing the iTunes
“She’ll know the way and then she’ll say she got charts together earlier this year, Swift commented
the map from me./I’ll say I’m happy for her/ on Rodrigo’s post, saying, “I say that’s my baby and
Then I’ll cry myself to sleep.” At 22, Swift clearly I’m really proud,” a quote inspired by Swift’s own
feared what the future might hold for her. A decade mother at the beginning of her career. Rodrigo now
later, those stars that “got the map” from Swift are sports a ring gifted by Swift that is similar to the
luckily also blessed with her devoted support. style that the elder singer wore while recording Red.
When Swift lauded Gray’s song “Wish You Were
Swift’s success on the stage is only complemented
by the impact that she has had on younger artists Sober” on her Instagram Story, Gray responded,
and a newer generation of music. In 2021, artists “I honestly feel like you raised me both as a writer
like Olivia Rodrigo, Conan Gray, and Maisie and a human and I cannot express in words how
Peters are among the most prominent “Swifties” much this means to me.” Rodrigo and Gray were

each given an exclusive first listen to Fearless
(Taylor’s Version) and were tasked with advertising
the first re-recorded album on TikTok. They often
identify themselves as Swift’s children, calling her
“mom” because of her influence on their careers.
Lastly, Peters is also a fan and took inspiration
from Swift’s writing style this year. On July 24,
2020—the day that Swift’s folklore album was
released—Peters found inspiration in Swift’s
storytelling in “betty” to write her own storylike song, “Outdoor Pool.” She was able to
understand through Swift that she could craft
experiences based on different perspectives.
Swift’s “Nothing New” opened her audience’s
eyes to how she feels about her career and legacy.
As she seamlessly moves through different creative
periods, Swift’s words and work blaze a trail for
generations to follow. And they’ve already started.
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How Storywriters Inspire Songwriters

Musical Artists Take Inspiration From Literature
by Madison Palmieri ’22
A&E Co-Editor
LITERATURE/MUSIC

PHOTO COURTESY OF KINDPNG

From The Great Gatsby to the Harry Potter series,
many well-loved novels have inspired hit movies
or television shows. Less frequently discussed,
however, is the degree of inspiration that the
world of literature provides the music industry.
Some examples of this phenomenon are more
obvious than others. For instance, several tracks
from famed English heavy metal band Iron Maiden,
“Brave New World,” “Lord of the Flies,” “Rime
of the Ancient Mariner,” and “Murders in the Rue
Morgue,” retell the literary works of those same
names by Alduous Huxley, William Golding, Samuel
Taylor Coleridge, and Edgar Allen Poe, respectively.
Another renowned artist who has adapted
literature into his music is Elton John. Like Iron
Maiden, John has a song titled “Lord of the Flies.”
Another one of his tracks, “All Quiet on the Western
Front,” is based on the famous World War I novel of
the same name by Erich Maria Remarque. Although
its title is a bit less obvious, yet another Elton John
song, “Restless,” is inspired by George Orwell’s 1984.
Similarly inspired by this dystopian novel is
John’s fellow musician David Bowie. Three of
Bowie’s songs, “1984,” “Big Brother,” and “We
Are the Dead,” retell aspects of Orwell’s book.
Yet another famous act was compelled to write a

song about 1984: Tears for Fears. While the group’s
song “Everybody Wants to Rule the World” is a less
obvious tribute to Orwell than Bowie’s tracks, a close
look at the lyrics, especially the bridge, makes it clear
where the band drew their inspiration for the song from.
British rock band U2 has taken a unique approach
to literary allusions in their discography. They
named their 13th studio album, released in 2014,
Songs of Innocence and named their 14th studio
album, released in 2017, Songs of Experience. These
titles are directly taken from a collection of poetry
by William Blake. Blake originally published
Songs of Innocence in 1789 before republishing it
with new poems in a combined volume titled
Songs of Innocence and Experience in 1794. Notably,
like Iron Maiden and Elton John, U2 was also
inspired by Lord of the Flies. Their song “Shadows
and Tall Trees” off their debut album Boy takes its
name from the seventh chapter of Golding’s novel.
Another British rock act inspired by literature
is Bastille. Their song “Icarus” retells the myth
of the same name, “Four Walls (The Ballad of
Perry Smith)” recounts the true events detailed
in Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood—and namechecks the novel’s title—and “Weight of Living,
Pt. 1” relates the events of “The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner.” Also, in a Twitter Q&A, Bastille
frontman Dan Smith revealed that the group’s song
“Poet” was inspired by Shakespeare’s Sonnet 18.
Folk rockers Mumford and Sons have similarly
taken inspiration from sources ranging from The
Bard to 20th century American literature. “Sigh
No More” is inspired by Shakespeare’s Much Ado
About Nothing and actually incorporates multiple
lines from the play into its lyrics. “Dust Bowl
Dance” is an interpretation of John Steinbeck’s
The Grapes of Wrath. Their song “Timshel” was
inspired by another Steinbeck novel, East of Eden.
Other notable literary-inspired tracks include
“If I Die Young” by The Band Perry, inspired by
Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s “The Lady of Shalott,”
“Cassandra” by ABBA, inspired by Homer’s The
Iliad, “For Whom the Bell Tolls” by Metallica,
inspired by Ernest Hemingway’s novel of the
same name, and “The Ghost of Tom Joad” by

Bruce Springsteen, inspired by The Grapes of Wrath.
Another song, “Lost Boy,” was inspired
by J.M. Barrie’s Peter Pan. More specifically,
singer-songwriter Ruth B. had the idea for the
track when she was watching Once Upon a
Time, a television series that weaves different
fairy tales and similar stories together and
places their characters in the modern world.
It should come as no surprise that the artist whose
fans have nicknamed her “the music industry”
boasts perhaps the most impressive amount
of literary references across her eleven-album
discography. Indeed, while Taylor Swift’s
most obvious homage to literature is her smash-hit
“Love Story,” which retells Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet and includes a nod to Nathaniel Hawthorne’s
The Scarlet Letter, the singer’s albums are full of
tributes to her favorite novels and characters.
1989’s “Wonderland” plays off of Lewis Carroll’s
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland; reputation’s
“Getaway Car” borrows from the opening
lines of Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities and
“This Is Why We Can’t Have Nice Things” from
that same album name-checks The Great Gatsby.
However, it is Swift’s two most recent albums—
rerecordings not included—sister records folklore
and evermore, in which her love of literature is most
visible. On the former, “cardigan” references the
Peter Pan characters Peter and Wendy, “invisible
string” gives a nod to a famous line from Charlotte
Bronte’s Jane Eyre, “illicit affairs” paraphrases
Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken,” and “the lakes”
name-checks famed poet William Wordsworth—
who resided in England’s Lake District.
On the latter, “‘tis the damn season”
directly incorporates “The Road Not Taken” as
a lyric, “tolerate it” subtly retells Daphne du
Maurier ’s Rebecca, and “happiness” alludes
to The Great Gatsby’s infamous green light.
Needless to say, story-writers have provided
songwriters with plenty of inspiration across
all genres of literature and music alike. Just
as directors and actors bring book-to-screen
adaptations to life, musicians build upon others’
works and create new and enjoyable forms of art.

2022 Grammy Nominations
Album of the Year

Song of the Year

Best New Artist

Best Pop Solo Performance

We Are - Jon Batiste

“Bad Habits” - Ed Sheeran

Arooj Aftab

“Anyone” - Justin Bieber

Love for Sale - Tony Bennett
& Lady Gaga

“A Beautiful Noise” - Alicia Keys &
Brandi Carlile

Jimmie Allen

“Right On Time” - Brandi Carlile

Justice - Justin Bieber

“drivers license”- Olivia Rodrigo

Baby Keem

“Happier Than Ever” - Billie Eilish

Planet Her - Doja Cat

“Fight For You” - H.E.R.

FINNEAS

“Positions” - Ariana Grande

Happier Than Ever - Billie
Eilish

“Happier Than Ever” - Billie Eilish

Japanese Breakfast

“drivers license” - Olivia Rodrigo

The Kid LAROI

Best Pop Vocal Album

Back of My Mind - H.E.R.
Montero - Lil Nas X
Sour - Olivia Rodrigo
evermore - Taylor Swift
Donda - Kanye West

“Kiss Me More” - Doja Cat ft. SZA
“Leave the Door Open” - Silk Sonic
“Montero (Call Me By Your
Name)” - Lil Nas X
“Peaches” - Justin Bieber ft. Daniel
Caesar and Giveon
“Right on Time” - Brandi Carlile

Lil Nas X
Arlo Parks
Olivia Rodrigo
Saweetie

Justice - Justin Bieber
Planet Her - Doja Cat
Happier Than Ever - Billie Eilish
Positions - Ariana Grande
SOUR - Olivia Rodrigo
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14 Peaks

The Possibility of the Impossible
by Grace O’Connor ’22
A&E Staff
FILM
The Netflix documentary 14 Peaks explores
courageous mountaineer Nirmal Purja’s journey
as he climbs the 14 highest peaks in the world in
the span of seven months. The previous record
for the amount of time taken to climb all of these
mountains was seven years, so Purja and his team’s
accomplishment is quite astounding. The Nepalese
climber named this adventure “Project Possible.”
According to The Los Angeles Times, Nirmal
was “a former Nepali Gurkha soldier and member
of the U.K. Special Forces. He’s a charming,
exuberant leader out not only to achieve an
incredible physical — at times even metaphysical
— feat but also to help bring Nepal and his nation’s
uber-climbers into the international spotlight.”
Purja’s background clearly gave him the necessary
skills to prepare for “Project Possible.” Indeed, the
many factors that a mountaineer must take into
account are daunting, especially those concerning
the “Death Zone.” As Salon explains, this “is the
elevation above 8,000 meters, where cold, wind,
and avalanches can kill, and oxygen is scarce.”
Purja’s journey certainly had many setbacks,
including his life-threatening struggle
with High Altitude Cerebral Edema. Purja
described this experience to Yahoo News,
saying, “I needed to get down the mountain
quickly...It was a matter of life and death.”
Nirmal attributed his success in overcoming
this frightening obstacle to his ambition, which is
one of the qualities that stands out the most about
him to his family. His wife, for instance, describes
him as “very driven” in multiple interviews.
While Purja’s achievement is incredible, he
remains humble. He described the project to
Yahoo Canada as a “story that needs to be told to
the rest of the world,” expressing that “It’s not
about me, but [rather about] somebody else who
believed in the vision to change the world for a
better perspective, better reason.” Purja’s desire to
share his experience and motivate others to achieve
whatever they put their minds to is inspirational.
Indeed, although Purja’s journey certainly was
tough, his resilience awes the rest of the world.

House of Gucci
Infamous Saga Comes
to the Screen
by Kate Picone ’22
A&E Staff
FILM
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After months of anticipation, the thrilling film
House of Gucci was released in theaters on Nov. 24.
The movie stars Lady Gaga as Patrizia Reggiani,
the ex-wife of Maurizio Gucci, played by Adam
Driver. Based on the 2001 book, The House of Gucci:
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Cloud Cuckoo Land

A Fantastical New Adventure From Anthony Doerr
by Tully Mahoney ’23
A&E Staff
LITERATURE
Anthony Doerr’s carefully crafted novel Cloud
Cuckoo Land is yet another astonishing triumph for
the author, who made waves in the literary world
with All the Light We Cannot See in 2014. It’s nearly
impossible to place this novel into one genre as
it contains elements of fiction, nonfiction, science
fiction, and fantasy. Cloud Cuckoo Land follows five
characters whose timelines range from ancient
Constantinople to the future. Originally, these
characters do not appear to have any connection
whatsoever, as their individual stories take place
in distant settings, but Doerr magically brings
them together in the final two hundred pages of
the novel through their shared connection to a
singular book that acts as a centerpiece in this story.
In 15th century Constantinople, two separate
stories cross over: Anna and Omeir. Anna is an
orphan, living in a women’s home making priest’s
robes. Her curiosity leads her to learn to read and
discover an ancient book in an illegal midnight
escapade. She reads this story to her ill sister as
the walls of Constantinople are sieged. Outside the
walls, Omier, a village boy, debates his own choices.
Hundreds of years later, in 2020, in an Idaho library, a
play based on the story Anna found is being performed
by five children. Unknown to the actors, below them
a young boy named Seymour has planted a bomb
among the books, setting the stage for another siege.
The final story of this novel follows Konstance,
who is alone in a vault in the spaceship Argos in the
year 2146. She has only set foot on the Earth through
an “Atlas” that teaches the children on the ship about
where they came from. In this Atlas, when exploring
her father’s hometown, she finds the ancient book that
Anna found hundreds of years prior in Constantinople.
Although there are many different stories in Cloud
Cuckoo Land, Doerr does an impressive job of keeping
his readers engaged by using deep descriptions
and wonderfully intertwined hints as to what is to
come. Reading this novel feels like sorting through
a puzzle until all the pieces finally click together.
A Sensational Story of Murder, Madness, Glamour,
and Greed, the film follows Reggiani and Gucci’s
marriage from a promising beginning to a horrific
end as they and other members of their family
build the Gucci empire. While this description
suggests that the movie is a documentary, it is
much more of a mysterious thriller drama, featuring
betrayal, greed, revenge, and even murder.
However, some critics and moviegoers have
criticized the message that Gaga seems to send with
her portrayal of the scorned ex-wife. She said in an
interview with NPR that she wanted to tell a story
about women and survival, rather than focusing
on the violence of Reggiani’s actions. However, the
actress did admit that Reggiani ultimately did turn
into a monster. Indeed, in real life, Reggiani was
convicted of having her husband killed after he had
many affairs and treated her poorly when all she
had done was support him. She came from humble
beginnings, and once she married into the Gucci
family, her ambition began to grow. Reggiani had a
good head for business, but the Gucci family did
not take her seriously because of their own sexism.
Although she came up with many ideas to grow the
brand and shape it into what it is today, time and
time again, she was not credited for her efforts. This
lack of recognition, combined with how Reggiani’s
husband treated her, informed Gaga’s performance.
Another critique of the film is the actors’
accents, especially Gaga’s, with many noting how
it changes throughout the film. However, Gaga
spent nine months with a vocal coach in order
to perfect her Italian accent and has expressed in
multiple interviews that she altered her accent
throughout the movie on purpose. She wanted to
make it specific to Reggiani’s progression in life,
beginning the movie with a higher pitch in her
voice, and as the film goes on, making her voice
lower and stronger, to reflect how Reggiani was
innocent when she first entered the Gucci family
and how the brand and her marriage changed her.
Despite these critiques, the film has become an
immediate hit, with people rushing to theaters when
it came out and continuing to do so. It has grossed
21.4 million dollars at the box office, scored a 62% on
Rotten Tomatoes, and received a 7/10 rating on IMDb.
For those who have not seen House of Gucci yet, it’s
definitely worth checking out over the winter break.
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For some readers, this may be incredibly frustrating
since it takes time to sort out all these fragments,
but for other readers, it will be a whirlwind of
adventure that entices them to grasp onto each page.
Cloud Cuckoo Land reminds the readers that
“sometimes the things we think are lost are only
hidden, waiting to be rediscovered.” This line
is truly the main theme of the novel, as many of
the characters come across loss in their life before
eventually rediscovering a fragment of what they
have lost in something previously unknown to
them. Furthermore, Doerr dedicates this novel
to “the librarians then, now, and in the years to
come.” This suggests that Doerr believes that the
books these libraries contain are the source of those
rediscoveries. Doerr also bends the definition of truth
throughout the novel, reminding readers that there
may be some level of genuineness in wacky stories.
Cloud Cuckoo Land deserves a hesitant 4/5
stars. The withholding of the fifth star owes to the
fact that this novel is incredibly intricate, so it’s
difficult to give it a solid rating as well as because
its length–622 pages–will make readers slightly
impatient as they wonder how the various characters
and their stories come together. Nonetheless,
Doerr deserves high praise for the complexity
and creativity of his imagination. Indeed, readers
will end their journey with the book wondering
how he came up with a novel so perfectly crafted.

In Memoriam

Stephen Sondheim
1930-2021
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U.S. Returns Stolen Antiques

248 Pieces Valued at $15 Million Returned to India
by Claudia Fennell ’24
A&E Staff
ART
In October, law enforcement from the United
States finally sent 248 stolen antique artifacts back
to India ten years after the man responsible for the
theft was captured. In 2011, 72-year-old American
citizen Subhash Kapoor was captured by Interpol in
Frankfurt, Germany before being extradited to India,
where he is currently being held at Trichi Central Jail
in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu for his role in the
crime. He is being prosecuted not merely for stealing
the 248 artifacts now being returned, but rather for
a much larger-scale operation: illegally trafficking
over 2,500 antiques from all over Southern Asia.
Kapoor was aided in his efforts by his family and
friends. Some of his convicted accomplices include
his sister, Sushma Sareen, and his ex-girlfriend,
Selina Mohamed. Kapoor also received help from
professional art restorers, Neil Smith from London
and Richard Salmon from Brooklyn, who cleaned
the pieces to remove any signs of theft. After
the restoration process was completed, Kapoor
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One of the stolen pieces of art being returned to India.

worked with his associates to sell the antiques
through the art gallery that he owned, named
Arts of the Past and located on Madison Avenue
in New York City, to collectors and museums.
Museums stretching from Hawaii to
Massachusetts have begun to send the antiques they
purchased from Kapoor to authorities in response
to this investigation. These museums include the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Art Institute of
Chicago, and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.
In addition to the nearly 250 pieces stolen from
India, investigators also found hundreds of art
pieces from other nations in Kapoor’s storage units.
Authorities confiscated and returned 149 pieces to
Pakistan, 33 to Afghanistan, 27 to Cambodia, and
13 to Thailand. Other pieces found in his collection
were from Myanmar, Nepal, and Sri Lanka as well.
Authorities have estimated that over the course of
Kapoor’s career, he has stolen over $143 million in
antiques across the globe. Many of the stolen pieces
were taken from poverty-stricken villages that
worshiped them for hundreds of years. Homeland
Security agent J.P. Labbat reported to the New York
Times that returning these pieces to their rightful
owners is “The best part of what we do.” Among the
pieces returned to India include a 12th century bronze
statue of the Hindu God Shiva valued at $4 million.
The extensive amount of artwork that was stolen
in this case makes it one of the largest art trafficking
heists in United States history. Investigators say that
regardless of the verdict Kapoor will receive in India,
he will be extradited back to the United States to stand
trial for a second time. Once he returns to the states,
Kapoor will face multiple charges of Class B felonies,
which requires state prison custody. Investigators
worked on this case, named Operation Hidden Idol,
for over a decade, beginning with raids of Kapoor’s
storage facilities beginning in 2012 and ending in 2020.
Officials from Homeland Security Investigations and
the Manhattan District Attorney’s office are now
in the process of figuring out the next steps of the
case, namely, extraditing Kapoor back to America.

TV Preview: Euphoria
The Hit Show to Soon Return for a Second Season
by Nikki Idelson ’22
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
The Euphoria season two trailer is finally here and,
from the looks of it, the new season of the hit show
will be even more dramatic and action-filled than
the first one. For those unfamiliar with Euphoria, it
follows the lives of six high school-aged characters,
Rue, Jules, Nate, Maddy, Cassie, and Kat, whose
individual lives, especially their issues related
to matters of violence and addiction, intertwine
with one another. The main character of the show
is Rue, played by Zendaya, who struggles with
mental health and addiction throughout the series.
Fans have been waiting quite some time for
the show’s return. The first season aired back in
the summer of 2019, with only a special episode
released at the end of 2020 that, while offering
fans some answers about the last episode of
season one, left many questions unanswered.
The upcoming season will hopefully address
many of these questions, although the trailer does not
give much away. It does suggest, however, that the
new episodes will deal with issues such as violence,
partying, and trauma, with a scene depicting what
is seemingly a police raid indicating the severity of
the situations the characters will find themselves in.
Many of the characters from the first season will
return alongside some new faces. These new characters
are certain to become fan favorites, as many of the
actors who portray them are already well-known in
the entertainment industry. According to Elle, they
include: “Friday Night Lights star Minka Kelly, who
will portray a drug-addicted housewife, along with
Indie singer Dominic Fike and rapper Lil Meech.”
Zendaya commented on the new season in a
Teen Vogue article. She found that her character
“represents a lot for so many people.” When pressed
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Zendaya is set to return to star in Euphoria season 2.

for details about the nature of the issues the Euphoria
characters will grapple with overcoming this season,
the actress remained vague, responding, “it’s gonna
be hard and it’s gonna be devastating sometimes.”
Such realistic depictions of struggle are one of the
main reasons fans found themselves drawn to the
first season of the show, since many felt that they
were able to relate to at least one of the issues that
one of the six main characters faced. Needless to say,
these fans are excited to see them return to the screen.
The
new
season
of
Euphoria
will
premiere on HBO Max on Jan. 9, 2022.

A Fashionable Affair
Paris Hilton’s Wedding
Extravaganza
by Olivia Riportella ’25
A&E Staff
FASHION
Pop culture icon Paris Hilton recently celebrated
her wedding with a festivity-filled three-day weekend.
She tied the knot with venture capitalist fiancé, Carter
Reum, on Nov. 11 at the former Bel Air estate of her late
grandfather, Barron Hilton. The ceremony was
followed by a carnival on the Santa Monica Pier
Friday night and a black-tie event Saturday evening.
And, as expected, the fashion of the weekend was
off the charts—Hilton revealed that she planned to
wear eleven wedding dresses because “It’s 11/11.”
When the couple said “I do” on the first evening,
Hilton dazzled in a stunning high-neck, long-sleeve
gown designed by Oscar de la Renta’s Fernando Garcia
and Laura Kim. The body and sleeves of the dress were
embroidered in pressed flower thread work, which
gradually faded onto a tulle ball skirt. Hilton’s veil, also
designed by Garcia and Kim, featured similar floral details.
According to Vogue, Hilton expressed that she “spent
months designing [her] dress to perfection with the
amazing Oscar de la Renta designers, Fernando Garcia
and Laura Kim.” The new bride emphasizes that she
“love[d] how it turned out. I wanted something that was
timeless, elegant, chic, and iconic, and I am so happy.”
Reum wore a classic Zegna tuxedo to the wedding, and
teared up when he saw Hilton in her gown for the first time.
Before walking down the aisle, however, Hilton got
glam with her bridal party in a custom floral-patterned
silk Agent Provocateur robe that featured an array
of beads and sequins. Then, after the ceremony and
at the reception, Hilton changed into a princess-like
gown by Galia Lahav for her first dance with Reum.
The tulle off-the-shoulder dress featured a corset
top that flowed into a full skirt, and she completed
the look with a tiara and stunning tennis necklace.
Hilton then changed into a second, much shorter,
Oscar de la Renta dress at the reception. This one
included a bustier top and A-line mini skirt, with 3D
floral embroidery along the shoulder, similar to the floral
patterns on her ceremony gown. Hilton later switched
things up once more, slipping into a stunning custom
Pamella Roland gown with sequin and pearl embroidery
and pairing it with a dramatic sheer embellished
cape.					
For the bridal party, the bridesmaids (Hilton’s
sister-in-law Tessa Hilton, cousins Farrah Aldjufrie
and Brooke Wiederhorn, and the groom’s sister Halle
Reum Hammond) were dressed by Alice + Olivia in
stunning pink corded lace gowns featuring a V-neck,
flutter sleeves and a banded empire waist. Younger
sister and Maid-of-Honor, Nicky Hilton Rothschild,
was dressed in an elegant, slightly different pink Alice +
Olivia corded lace gown featuring long-sleeves and satin
ruffles. Each bridesmaid was also given a Tzuri bracelet.
Meanwhile, the groomsmen (Reum’s brother
Courtney Reum, Cade Hudson, Oliver Hammond,
James Rothschild, Barron Hilton, Conrad Hilton, and
Jay Milliken) were dressed in designer Nigel Curtiss
tuxedos and bowties handmade by Shawn Christopher.
Friday night, Paris sported a custom Alice +
Olivia hot pink high-low dress with bedazzled mesh
sleeves to her neon Santa Monica carnival bash. The
bride completed her bold look with pink-rimmed
heart-shaped sunglasses and a matching pink veil.
Nicky Hilton Rothschild also stunned in a custom
colorful bodycon mini dress with neon pink stilettos.
The newlyweds ended their extravagant weekend
with another star-studded party at her late grandfather’s
Bel-Air estate. Hilton sported a floor-length, custommade Oscar de la Renta gown, covering her in silver
stars from head to toe. She completed her fabulous
look with a glamorous updo and smokey eye.
Needless to say, the style icon’s wedding
extravaganza was quite the fashionable affair.
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Paris Hilton in one of her many wedding dresses.
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A Moment by the Sun. / The Arrival of the Moon
by Max Gilman ’25

When presented with an idea,
One is intrigued to oppose,
If they have knowledge
To that of which is being argued,
Because
One yearns an ear,
To lean to with words
That accumulate
And become known as
The seeking of validation.
So,
When presented with a new idea,
Accept it,

POETRY

A frightening light
Above,
A spotlight?
No.
The moon
Has arrived.

The moon tore through the air,
Perching above the world below,
Looking down in a grim attitude,
Shedding little light
Around the barren sand
And protruding buildings.
One could say the moon took on a sinister
There she woke up,
tone
Upon a bed of orange sand,
That night,
To become the observer of an endless sunset,
As it collected all of itself
Into one cohesive, spherical, godly planet,
Towering above all those residing
Around her lay remains,
On the puny land
Which a scholar could barely interpret.
The moon so grimly overlooked.
The rumble grounded itself,
With the sand below its structure.
Then night…
And try
Understanding,
Instead of
Seeking
Such validation.

In the moment she sat there,
In the shifting sand,
She felt as if time had given her a break,
For at least the moment,
To witness such a miraculous sunset,
A beauty to withhold from no man.

Toward the sitting girl,
Implanting themselves along her hair.
She left the rocks, though,
A conscious decision,
And began standing up.
She knew not why she was here,
In this desert-like place,
Surrounded by the empty infrastructures,
Obtruding about the moving ground,
Or why the sun was departing from the sky
so hesitantly,
But she admired it there.
As the heat had begun to withdraw
From the barren landing,
And she thought of its comfort.
Curiosity intrigued the girl,
Yet she remained
By the spot where she had awoken,
To witness a splendid picture,
Emanating art
For art’s sake.
***
Precious sleep…
Perusing…
Shocking cold grasp.
Like the feeling of ice water exposed,
To warm skin.
Uncomfortably frigid sand,
Shifting with her moving arm.
Her mind,

Begins to overtake the girl,
As she begins to confront her confusion.
Sand.
Desert,
I am in the desert,
I watched the sun set,
I must have fallen
Asleep.
Then
She reaches to her left arm
To now confront the stagnant grip there.
Who could
It be
Holding my arm
Who
Came here
Now?
The girl kicks the blind spot behind her,
Shifting the sand quickly.
As her body twists
To face the unknown peruser,
Her heart
Beats
Fast,
Beating
Faster,
Beating
Until
No one.
An empty painting
Of a desert at night,
In a museum.

The girl shrieks,
Holding her head tight
Between two hands,
Pushing
The wrinkles on her face
Too close
Together.
Hair
And sand
Don’t mix well,
But the girl has already begun
Pulling her hair out,
Spastically dispersing it around her,
Blankly
Staring at you,
The viewer,
Emotionless.
She keeps pulling,
It keeps coming out.
It comes out like string,
Loose string,
As her eyes stare deep and long
Into your eyes,
The viewer’s eyes,
Her eyes,
A midnight black,
Your eyes.
She knows you watch her with them,
She knows she is just a character,
Just a character,
For your amusement,
You,
The viewer.
She knows she is here,
In this piece,
Stagnant and without purpose,
But to tell the story,
Laid out before her.
She knows you watch her,
She knows she is just a character
In a poem,
In a desert,
In a painting,
In a museum,
In a cage,
In a cage.
But
She’s happy,
Right?
In a cage.
Did you not read the beginning of this
piece?
She seemed happy,
In a cage.
I thought she seemed happy,
In a cage.
Join her,
By leaving your eyes in their rightful
sockets,
Or dare to relinquish this poem’s
entertainment,
Leaving it
Solely to tear your eyes out.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM
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Invocation of the Muse
by Sarah McLaughlin ’23
Portfolio Co-Editor
FICTION

It’s far too late for me to be
lying on my back with my
guitar in my lap and thinking
about Homer.
Olive’s hanging out with
some friends. She invited me,
but I said no, to no surprise,
and she told me to have a
good night as she left with her
like she’s going to some wild
Saturday rager; she’s going to
sip Chardonnay and talk about
Jane Austen with a couple of
girls from the debate team.
I’m almost always invited.
I feel bad that I almost always
decline. When I mentioned once
that I read Northanger Abbey,
it piqued their interest, but I
haven’t read anything else, not
even Pride and Prejudice, and so
I get left out of the conversation
when it inevitably shifts to
their unanimously elected,
favorite author. Still, I enjoy the
discussion when I can, though I
never drink wine. I never drink
anything. The one time I tried
freshman year, I had a panic
attack and my roommate
almost called 911. I convinced

The scene replays in my
told me I was asphyxiating and
I ended up sitting on the sticky
stall with a damp cloth on my
forehead, counting the seconds
between breaths as drops of
cold water trickled down my
face.
friends, Olive used to tell me
I was no fun (because truth
be told, I am), and that means
something coming from a girl
whose idea of fun involves
discussing the politics of the
steel industry. But by now I
think she understands and
respects the fact that I don’t
want to do anything. Well,
maybe not respects, but she lets
it be.
It’s not that I don’t want
to do anything; I go to
extracurriculars and to lunches
at the mall and to see musicals
at the community theater. I
simply draw the line at things
I’ve never done before that
have a high probability of
ending in embarrassment. And
that line happens to exclude a

whole lot of things when one
shatter me.
You get drunk every now
and then. Not frat-party drunk,
that’s below you (you’d say),
more like bottle-of-wine-in-bedwith-subtitles sort of drunk.
Do you remember how you
called me once? Your dorm
was a block away and you
asked me if I’d bring you my
copy of The Tempest because
you knew I was reading it for
class and you wanted to recite
standing on your bed, and you
were sad you didn’t know it
from memory. I told you to go
to sleep and not stand on your
it online if you really wanted.
Then you started ranting about
how your laptop could never
compare to the weight of a
physical book in your hands,
and as you waxed poetic about
weathered pages and cracked
spines I laughed and laughed
and thought you were going to
cry.

the six strings, strumming a
slow major seventh chord,
going nowhere and meaning
nothing. I think about Homer,
how at the beginning of his
epics, he opened with the
invocation of the muse. I
took some poetry classes,
thinking they would help me
with songwriting, but they
didn’t give me inspiration to
write about anything grand
or existential or even subtly
poetic, like changing leaves or
dust collecting on childhood
bookshelves. I still write the
same dumb lyrics about winethis is the only muse I can
invoke.
I pluck an open B string
and let it ring. Olive will come
back soon, probably, and she’ll
ask me how my night has
been. I’ll say it was alright, and
I’ll have written nothing.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PEXELS.COM

Glue
by Grace O'Connor ’22
POETRY

She feels stuck in the moment like glue,
Unable to escape her internal misery.
As her glassy eyes beg for relief.
White dots start to blur her vision.
She tries to remember how to breathe.
Falling over from her weak grip.
In moments like these, she craves comfort,
She feels the most alone during these times.
Her body becomes her own worst enemy but
The only thing keeping her alive.
She starts to doubt any progress she has made.

Trust.
She does not trust herself or the world around her.
Isn’t this where worry comes from?
Fighting it every step of the way.
Fighting minute details.
Fighting life.
Her brain is her rival.
Forming and reforming every rash thought,
Her brain is the gatekeeper to happiness and misery.
It is her brain’s default instinct to hold her back
From pain, hurt, disappointment.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM
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I Wish
by Mariela Flores ’23
POETRY

like a seed in a line ready to sink and to grow. I wish I could dive
into your veins and feel your hot blood crash against me.
I want nothing more than to burn from the spark in the shaking of our hands
—to feel the drilling of your rhythm—until I only hear your sounds.
But your body is hollow, echoing my screams.
If I dive into you now, I will fall onto soft bags
of a thought etched into the ridges of time with no ear nearby.
pungent smell of this new you. You reek of wilting petals
and dimming lights from the sky pulling bodies into rest.
As I touch you now, the burn is cold and raw.
I press my ear to your chamber, hoping to hear
the thumping of some sound. I hate the silence that you leave me.
I wish I could will your soul back into its casing
and feel the pulsing rush of your life embrace me.
But your body is rusted underneath old soft green earth
and there is no more time to wish.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PEXELS.COM

A Cry from the Heart
by Toni Rendon ’24
POETRY

A cry from the heart
Echoes through the night
It soars among the stars
And heads towards the light

A cry from the Heart
Shakes the world to the core
Everything collapses
You question “is it worth it anymore?”

A cry from the heart
Can be heard up high
When a true love’s kiss
Turns out to be a lie

A cry from the heart
Is sung in twos
As both of you

A cry from the heart
Is a somber tune
It rings out
When a heart is beaten
Black and blue

A cry from the heart
Is the greatest love song
Written by me to you

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM
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Sports
Sports
Shorts
by Ben Bilotti ’23
Sports Staff
SPORTS SHORTS
Men’s Basketball
The Providence College Men’s
Basketball team had a busy
week winning their two games,
both very meaningful. First, on
Wednesday, Dec. 1, the Friars took
on Texas Tech University. This
was a big game for the Friars.
Providence bested Texas Tech in
a close game, with a score of 7268. Ed Crosswell ’22 and Alijam
Durham ’22GS both had big
games, scoring a career-high in
points with 11 and 23. On Saturday,
Dec. 4, the Friars took on the
University of Rhode Island in the
most anticipated game of the year.
They topped URI, winning 66-52.
Senior Ed Croswell had another
big game. Croswell, Durham, and
Noah Horchler ’22GS all finished
with double figures.
Women’s Basketball
The PC Women’s Basketball
team beat rival Villanova on
Friday, Dec. 3, 66-47. Alyssa Geary
’22 recorded her first doubledouble of the season, the second
of her career. She finished the
night with 18 points and a careerhigh in rebounds with 13. Janai
Crooms ’23 and Lauren Sampson
’23 both finished with 10 points.
An impressive 50-percent from
the three-point range pushed the
Friars to the top. On Sunday, Dec.
5, the Friars fell to Georgetown, 5547. Geary had another impressive
game with 14 points.
Men’s Hockey
The PC Men’s Hockey team fell
to Northeastern University 4-1 on
Saturday, Dec. 4. Garrett Devine
’23 scored his first career goal for
the Friars. Unfortunately, it would
not be enough as the No.16thranked Northeastern would score
four goals. Both Nick Poisson ’24
and Brett Berard ’23 were credited
with an assist on Devine’s goal.
Providence outshot Northeastern
35-19, but Northeastern’s goalie
Devon Levi was impressive with
34 saves.
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Two Battle Testing Games for the Friars
PC Goes 2-0 in Emotional Week
by Justin Bishop ’24
Sports Staff
FRIAR ATHLETICS

The Providence College Men’s
Basketball team has been on a tear in
the early season, posting a record of
8-1 as of Sunday, Dec. 5.
The Friars won their first five games
of the season for the first time since
the 2014-2015 season. After dropping a
game to the University of Virginia in the
Roman Legends Classic Championship
game 58-40, the leading scorer for the
Friars was Noah Horchler ’22GS with
17 points and seven rebounds.
The Friars won their next three
games against St. Peter’s University
85-71 where Horchler again was the
leading scorer with 25 points and seven
rebounds. The team won a nail-biter
against Texas Tech University where
the Friars came out on top 72-68, and
Al Durham ’22 was the leading scorer
with 23 points. Most recently the Friars
took down ocean state rival University
of Rhode Island, beating the Rams 66–
52, and Horchler was once again the
leader in points with 16.
Durham scored 23 points against
Texas Tech, including clutch shots and
a tough left-side jumper to put PC up
67-65 with just under two minutes left
to play; that sealed the game for the
Friars.
This prompted Texas Tech head
coach Mark Adams to remark, “If we
could trade for Durham, we would.
”Durham, who is averaging 14 points,
three assists, and three rebounds, has
proved himself to be the primary ballhandler for the Friars offense.
The former Big Ten Conference
point guard is averaging his highest
PPG in his career and credits the
culture around Providence Basketball
as his reason for transferring.
He said, “Friar fans are everything
I estimated when I decided to come
here.” Durham and all five on the court
at the time waved their arms up and
down to incite the crowd with 2:00 to
go against Texas Tech.
The team was definitely thankful
the 10,000 fans at the game were on
their side, and Cooley noted that the
crowd was a big factor in PC’s win,
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Al Durham ‘22GS was named Big East Player of the Week, averaging 18.5 points per game in the two wins.

saying, “The crowd willed us to four
or five additional baskets and helped
us win the game.”
The Friars are dominating their
opponents in the paint thanks to the
new “one-two combo” of Nate Watson
’22GS and Ed Croswell ’22.
However, after the URI game,
Cooley stated, “Croswell is currently
out playing a Big East All-First Team
Center in Nate Watson.” This is evident
in the most recent games facing Texas
Tech and URI, where he posted an
11-point and four-assist game and
followed it up by posting a doubledouble, collecting 13 points and a
career high of 15 rebounds, while also
shooting 5-5 from the field (FGM).
On the other hand, Watson had
seven points on 3-7 FGM against URI
and only had five points and five
rebounds against Texas Tech.
Clearly Coach Cooley is right when
he says that Croswell is outplaying
him. After the URI game, Coach Cooley
said, “We call him Croswell Cleaners
because of how he cleans up rebounds
on both ends of the court.”
This got a rise out of Croswell, who
did not deny that he is a rebound
machine. The head coach of the URI
Rams had played against Croswell
when he played in the Atlantic-10
Conference during his time at Lasalle
University.
Joking around after the game, he
mentioned, “I am sure glad that I do
not have to play against him twice a
year.”
The praise from other coaches on

Women’s Hockey
On Saturday, Dec. 4, the
Providence College Women’s
Hockey team took on Princeton
University. It was a tight match
that ultimately ended in a 1-1 tie.
Both goalies were impressive.
Mireille Kingsley ’24 had 30 saves
for the Friars and Princeton goalie
Rachel McQuigge notched 33
saves. The lone Friar goal came
from Caroline Peterson ’22, who
scored in the final 51 seconds
of play. The game was sent into
overtime with the score of 1-1, but
ended in a tie.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PC ATHLETICS

Ed Croswell ‘22 had an outstanding week off the bench for the Friars. In the game against University of Rhode
Island, Croswell recorded his first double-double in a PC uniform with 13 points and 15 rebounds

the way they play can be attributed
back to how Coach Cooley teaches
his players. Cooley could not praise
Croswell enough; finishing up the
press conference, he said, “If we did
not have Ed, we would’ve lost the past
two games.”
It is hard for anyone to deny this
claim, but Providence could not have
won the past two games, along with
many others this season, without
Indiana
University
transfer Al
Durham.
Cooley likes the way the team is
playing as one and not obsessed with
trying to be the leading scorer or
making highlight reel plays when an
open pass is there.
This is evident after a tweet put
out by Watson, after the Texas Tech
win, saying, ”I love when teams think
I’m the only threat, I gotta whole
squad #gofriars #urinext.” The tweet
is referring to teams locking down
Watson, which allows other players,
like Croswell, Noah Horchler ’21, and
Durham open space. This just proves
how close together the team is and that
a Pre-Season All Conference forward
can take a backseat if needed when
someone else is on a role.
The team struggled against Virginia
because they could not keep their
composure when the Cavaliers went
on scoring runs.
After the past three games since
Virginia, Coach Cooley commented,
“The mental maturity of all our guys
is unbelievable… we are battle-tested
playing against seven footers that
are on Virginia, the University of
Northwestern, and the University of
Wisconsin. We are ready for conference
play.” The confidence of a head coach
like Cooley makes his players tough to
compete against.
In each game so far, Coach Cooley
has praised the crowd as the first
thing he says in the post-game press
conference. After the URI game, he
said, “Defense won the battle on
the court, but the crowd won us the
game.” The final attendance taken
during the game against the Rams was
a whopping 12,945 people, the largest
crowd so far this season.
The Friars picked up a big win on
Dec. 8 against Vermont University
Catamounts where they controlled the
whole game and came out victorious
68-58.
Big East Conference play will begin
on Saturday, Dec. 18 against rival and
currently No. 17-ranked University of
Connecticut.
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Who Will Win the College Football Playoff?
Providence College Investigates
Georgia
Do not be fooled by the outcome of the
SEC Conference Championship this past
weekend— Georgia is still by far the best
team in the country, and it is not even a
close race.
The University of Georgia Bulldogs
were 12-0 heading into their conference
championship, in which they squared
off against the perennial powerhouse
University of Alabama Crimson Tide.
Bama has had a “rough” season, if you
could even call it that. The Tide went 11-1
before clinching a spot into the SEC title
game. They escaped close losses to the
University of Florida, Louisiana State
University, the University of Arkansas,
and the University of Auburn, all of
whom had lackluster seasons this year,
leading many to write the Crimson Tide
off. On top of that, Bama has had top
recruiting classes and the best coach in
college football over the last decade.
So why say all this? Because up until
this weekend, Georgia was seen as the
undisputed best team in the country.
The Bulldogs have arguably one of the
best defenses in college history with great
starters (most of whom will be drafted
to the NFL) and have not allowed more
than 17 points in a game this season. That
was until they played Bama and their
Heisman trophy candidate quarterback
Bryce Young. The game was a simple
slip-up that the nation is making out to be
worse than it is.
The facts are that Georgia’s defense
is as good as advertised, their offense

Michigan

is certainly nothing to scoff at either,
and being undefeated in the toughest
division of college football is quite the
accomplishment.
Yes, they slipped up and lost a
game. But that game was to one of the
juggernauts of college football, who
consider 11-1 a “subpar” season. Looking
at the bracket, Georgia will likely have a
chance at redemption if they can make it
to the championship.
First, they face the University of
Michigan. The Wolverines broke through
with Jim Harbaugh at the helm. Michigan
finally beat Ohio State, catapulting them
into the playoffs with their only loss
being a close one to another top-ranked
team in Michigan State University. While
Michigan is a tough opponent, they aren’t
unbeatable.
Michigan’s pass offense has seemed to
lack some explosion. Their quarterback is
untested, especially against a defense like
Georgia. And while Michigan’s defense
is solid, Georgia’s offensive line can
limit Michigan’s pass rush. With Bama
playing the University of Cincinnati in
the first round, the first Group of Five
conference team to make the playoffs in
the committee era, I believe the stage is
set for a rematch. And with experience,
tape, and a hunger for revenge, there is
no reason this historically good Georgia
team cannot win it all.
- Joseph Quirk ’23
Sports Staff

The College Football Playoff has
been surrounded by controversy
since its inception, but as it stands it
allows four of the nation’s best teams
to duke it out for the title of National
Champion.
The University of Michigan is
primed to make their first appearance
in the event with a substantial chance
to win. After the Wolverines took care
of business against the University of
Iowa in the Big Ten Championship,
they were awarded a top-two seed in
the bracket.
Michigan
has
taken
strides
this year, most recently toppling
their fiercest rival, the Ohio State
University, something they had not
done since 2011. Although that win
was impressive, it was only the tip of
the iceberg for Michigan’s successes
this year. They have beaten four teams
nationally ranked in the Top 25, two
of which were ranked in the Top 10.
Their rigorous schedule and
playing in a competitive Big Ten
conference have adequately prepared
them for difficult games on the
brightest stages. Michigan’s successes
start with its defensive prowess. They
have been able to limit nine of their
twelve opponents to fewer than 20
points. Michigan is adept at forcing
their opponents into turnovers,
something that consistently plays a
critical role in playoff games.
Additionally, Michigan has been

able to avoid committing an excess of
turnovers on offense, allowing them
to control the ball and win the field
position battle. Michigan’s turnover
margin is one of the best in the
country, and turnover margin is often
a strong indicator of whether a team
will find playoff success.
Another aspect of Michigan’s
defense that limits opposing offenses
is their pass rush. Senior defensive
end Aidan Hutchinson has been all
over opposing quarterbacks this year,
tallying 14 total sacks, good for third
in the nation.
Michigan’s prowess does not end
with their defense either; they have
a potent offense that can put up
points in a hurry. For example, senior
running back Hassan Haskins has
been running all over strong defenses
in the Big Ten this year. The ability
to effectively run the ball allows
Michigan to control the tempo of the
game and avoid letting the game get
away from them.
If Michigan can continue to do what
they do best in the College Football
Playoff, they will have a chance to be
the first Big Ten team to win it since
Ohio State won the event in its first
year in 2015.
- Will Murphy ’23
Sports Staff

MLB Free Agency Update
by Stephen Foster ’22
Sports Staff
PROFESSIONAL SPORTS
The 2021-2022 Major League Baseball offseason
is off to a hot start with unpredictable free agency
moves and trades. Some teams struck gold with
new talent, meaning other teams lost their stars
and will need to find ways to fill their roster with
equal or better talent. However, the biggest story
to date is the first MLB lockout and labor stoppage
since the player strike in 1994.
When Major League Baseball’s collective
bargaining agreement expired on Dec. 2, team
owners voted to enter a lockout due to failure
to reach a new deal with players. The Collective
Bargaining Agreement, or CBA, is the agreement
between the MLB Players Association and Major
League Baseball which determines the rules of
employment and the financial structure of the
game. The lockout caused by the failure to agree
on a new CBA results in the temporary halt of all
transactions until a new agreement is finalized
and agreed upon by both parties.
The MLB Players Union believes that the
lockout was caused unnecessarily by team owners.
They released a statement on Twitter saying, “This
shutdown is a dramatic measure, regardless of the
timing. It is not required by law or for any other
reason. It was the owners’ choice, plain and simple,
specifically calculated to pressure players into
relinquishing rights and benefits and abandoning
good faith bargaining proposals that will benefit
not just Players, but the game and industry as a
whole.” On the other hand, commissioner Rob
Manfred emphasized that the lockout is necessary
in order to avoid missing time once the season
begins because of the failed agreement. Regardless
of whether it is necessary, the lockout is happening
and will stop MLB transactions, including Free
Agency, until a new agreement is reached.
Even with the pause, MLB teams have been
working hard to improve their rosters for the
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Big names have continued to sign massive contracts, but the MLB now sees themselves needing to get out of a lockout.

2021-2022 season. Some of the most substantial
moves so far have the possibility to completely
turn a losing team from 2020-2021 into an instant
competitor.
The biggest example seems to be the Texas
Rangers, the most unexpected story in the
offseason. After trading away top players like
2021 Gold Glove-winning outfielder Joey Gallo at
the trade deadline, the Rangers have spent more
than a half-billion dollars in the few weeks since
the Free Agency period began. This money has
gone towards a ten-year, $325 million deal with
shortstop Corey Seager, a seven-year, $175 million
contract with second base/shortstop Marcus
Semien, and a four-year, $56 million deal with
starting pitcher John Gray.

Although these moves promise to improve the
Texas Rangers, the jury is still out on whether
they can fix their 2021 record of 60 wins and 102
losses. Their record last season left them in last
place in the AL West, a whole 17 games behind the
next worst team in the division. I predict that the
Rangers will not be able to do any damage in the
AL West for several years due to their abundant
weaknesses across the board, everywhere except
middle infield. However, these contracts are long
enough that they should still be around once
Texas’ top prospects are called up in a few years,
including infielder Josh Jung. The question is, will
Seager and Semien still be top players by the time
Texas is ready to make a push for the World Series?
Baseball fans will have to wait and see.
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Cross Country Team Takes On NCAA Championship
by Liam Tormey ’22
Sports Co-Editor
PC ATHLETICS
The Providence College Men’s and Women’s
Cross Country team have completed their season,
finishing off at the NCAA Championship in
Tallahassee, FL on Saturday, Nov. 20.
It was a journey to get to this spot, and it
took a whole team effort. A first look begins at
the Big East Championships which took place
in Carmel, IN. The Friar men finished fourth at
the Championship with 85 points and the Friar
women placed fifth with 82 points.
For the men, Marcelo Rocha ’22GS, from
Peabody, MA, was first for the Friar men in
the 10K, finishing fourth overall with a time of
24:22.7, beating his time and place from last year
at the Big East Championship which was 23:33.4
and an eighth-place spot. Liam Back ’24 also made
the top 10, finishing eighth with a time of 24:32.2.
On the flip side, Maria Coffin ’22GS led the
Friar women in the 6K, finishing in an eighthplace spot in a time of 21:08.1, but Laura Mooney
’24 was as close as you can get behind her, placing
ninth with a time of 21:08.6.
Coffin, a fifth-year athlete for PC, said she came
back with one overarching goal: “to help my team
make nationals.”
The Friars have been blessed with head coach
Ray Treacy at the helm. He is one of the most
successful coaches in the nation who has coached
65 All-Americans, seven NCAA individual
champions, who have captured 15 NCAA titles
overall, 45 Big East individual champions,
who have captured 117 Big East titles, and 11
Olympians. His results speak for themselves.
Not only do those individual champions speak
volumes, but his women’s teams have won two
NCAA Cross Country Championships.
For Coffin, she noted it was “disappointing”
not to qualify for the NCAAs since her freshman
year in 2017. She qualified for the NCAAs as an
individual in 2020, but unfortunately her team
just missed out.
This year felt different, Coffin mentioned.
“After our showing at the Wisconsin Nuttycombe
Invitational, a national caliber meet, I knew
we could do something special. We came back
stronger this year and I knew we had the potential
to qualify.”
The Friars would finish eighth at the meet,
placing higher than many of the nationally ranked
teams. Their top three runners had a very tight
spread placing 22nd, 24th, and 27th which was a
very big achievement for a race of that magnitude
with so many great runners.
“To see that our team, a younger team with less
depth, could perform at such a high level against
these bigger, older teams, helped our confidence
going into the championship,” Coffin explained.
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Marcelo Rocha ‘22GS was the only male for the Friars to compete at the NCAA Championship. He finished 61st.

This would be the Friar women’s 29th
appearance overall at the NCAA Championship,
but it marked their first since the 2017 season.
Maria Coffin said this appearance “is huge
for the team going forward. The team is young
and will only get better. Now that they have this
experience, they know how to handle these types
of races and make it back to NCAAs in the future.”
The women finished 26th overall at Apalachee
Regional Park, and Mooney placed 60th overall
in the 6K course in a time of 20:13.1 and scored
in the 49th spot. Coffin finished 89th in the same
event with a time of 20:26.1, scoring in the 71st
spot.
Head coach Ray Treacy said, “I am very happy
with the way Laura and Maria ran,” but he also
added to what Coffin said on how helpful going
to the championship was to other members of the
squad: “For the younger members of the team,
it was a great experience for them that they will
learn from and bring to the Championship next
year.”
Looking at where the Friar women ranked
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Maria Coffin ‘22GS was ecstatic to have the younger runners on the team experience the NCAA Championship.

among Big East competitors, they were second,
ahead of Villanova University and Butler
University, but fell short of Georgetown
University.
Along with Mooney and Coffin, Shannon
Flockhart ’24 (128th and 20:51.6), Lilly Tuck ’23
(167 and 21:12.9), and Kimberly May ’25 (179 and
21:20.5) all raced for the Friars. It was a great
experience for all to say the least.
On the men’s side, Rocha was the only one to
run. He raced in the men’s 10K event and finished
61st in a time of 29:45.8.
Treacy commented, “It was a very good run
for Marcelo today in the conditions. Marcelo
held his position throughout the race. He will be
looking to come back here next year and earn AllAmerican honors.”
Now that the cross country season has ended,
it does not mean time off for both the men and
women. They will be transitioning now into the
indoor track season, and every runner will take
on their own specialty events, unlike the 6K and
10K in cross country.
Coffin says some of the younger girls on the
team are “switching gears to focus on the shorter
distance events like the 1K and the mile,” while
others, including herself, “are going to focus on
the distance events such as the 3K and 5K.”
After finishing the cross country season on
such a strong note for the first time in several
years, Coffin hopes to “carry the momentum
from the cross season into the indoor season and
then outdoor track to hopefully perform well in
the Big East and have some national qualifiers.”
As Coffin mentioned before, she understands
the high standards that Treacy sets for the
program, and she says, “While making it was a
huge step forward, we keep ourselves humble
with the reminder that the Friars have taken home
podium medals and National Championships in
prior years, and that is something to strive for
and completely within our reach.”
The search for those championships will begin
with the indoor track campaign beginning in
January and culminates with the championships
in March. The Friars are hoping to make it to the
NCAAs just like they did for the cross country
season.
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A Look at Friar Hockey Before Break

by Luke Sweeney ’24
Sports Staff
PC ATHLETICS
The Providence College hockey teams have
started their 2021-2022 season off extremely well.
Both the Men’s and Women’s Hockey teams find
themselves securely ranked within the top 20
teams in the nation. PC has been a hotspot for top
hockey recruits for decades now, and the first two
seasons of the 2020s have been no different. The
men’s team, led by NHL draftees Brett Berard ’24
and Patrick Moynihan ’23, have started the season
off with a 12-7-0 record.
On Dec. 3 and Dec. 4, the men’s hockey team
suffered two losses in a row to No. 16 team,
Northeastern University. This loss came as the
only smudge on the Friars’ record, since their
double-header loss to the also top-ranked No.
12 University of Massachusetts back in early
November.
In their most recent face-off against
Northeastern, the men’s team lost 4-1 with the
only Friars goal coming from Garrett Devine
’23. This was Devine’s first career goal with
Providence, coming from a rebound off a Berard
shot in the second period.
Before the Huskies made the most of a scoring
opportunity and went up 2-0 in the second, the
Friars dominated the pace of play for most of the
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Mireille Kingsley ‘24 was named Hockey East Goaltender of the Week after a combined 48 saves in two games last week.

period. Although the final score says otherwise,
PC played hard and kept up with their opposition
for the entire contest but could not capitalize
when it mattered most.
PC outshot Northeastern 35-19, but the
Huskies’ goaltender was able to stop 19 attempts.
Center Parker Ford ’23 also had a big night by
going 17-of-22 on faceoffs.
The middle pack of the men’s NCAA hockey
ranking has been wildly competitive recently,
with many moving spots and nothing set in stone.
Schools such as University of Massachusetts
Amherst, University of Massachusetts Lowell,
Northeastern University, and Denver University
are all battling for the same spots with neck-andneck records.
The Women’s Hockey team has been successful
in their 2021 campaign as well.
In an extremely tough conference, the women’s
team started out 7-5-5 with a 4-4-2 in-conference
record. With a solid ranking of 11 in the nation
currently, the Friars hope to slip past the
University of Connecticut, Clarkson University,
and Colgate University in the coming weeks to
break into the top 10.
Recently, the Women’s team played two
tough games against Princeton University, both
resulting in a tie. This was following a dominant
home game shutout against Merrimack College in
which they won 3-0.

In the first bout against Princeton, Sara
Hjalmarsson ’22 scored the single and deciding
goal of the game on a power play. The play
came off an assist from Hayley Lunny ’22GS on
a power play with three minutes and 33 seconds
remaining in the second period. Another notable
moment from the game came from goaltender
Sandra Abstreiter ’22GS. She achieved her second
shutout of the season with 34 saves and no goals
allowed. This was Abstreiter ’s eighth shutout of
her career.
The second game in a double-header against
Princeton on Saturday resulted in a 1-1 draw. In
the first period, no goals were scored, but the
Princeton Tigers were able to outscore the Friars
10-6.
Princeton took the first lead in the second
period and was able to maintain the advantage
until there were just 51 seconds left in the game.
When it mattered most, the Friars pulled their
goaltender, and Caroline Peterson ’22 was able to
punch one in the back of the net to force overtime.
Goaltender Mireille Kingsley ’24 was able to make
four huge saves while a woman down in overtime
to save the tie.
It is safe to say that if both the men’s and
women’s hockey teams continue to play as they
have been this year, neither of the teams should
have any trouble making a run in the postseason.
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Brett Berard ‘24 was named Hockey East Player of the Month for November. He currently leads all Hockey East players in scoring with 10 goals and 11 assists in 17 games this season.
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Who is the PC Men’s Basketball X-Factor?
Providence College Investigates
Al Durham
The best player for the Providence
College Men’s Basketball team is
clearly 6’10” Center, Nate Watson
’22GS. He is dominant in the paint
and constantly comes down with
rebounds. However, the X–Factor for
this season’s team is the new guytransfer guard Al Durham ’22GS.
Head coach Ed Cooley knew
Durham would be great for the PC
culture. He said, “I know that as
good as a basketball player as Al is,
he is even a better person and for
that reason we believe he will fit into
our culture as we welcome him into
the Friar family.”
Durham transferred to Providence
this past off-season from the
University of Indiana where he
averaged 8.6 points per game (PPG)
and 2.0 assists per game (APG)
across 123 games during his tenure.
The 6’4” playmaker transferred to
Providence looking for a bigger role
and better leadership than where he
left.
He is a confident shooter the team
can rely on to keep his composure
during crucial moments.
The veteran guard has started out
on a hot streak, putting up at least 10
points in every game this year and
is currently averaging 13.4 PPG and
3.6 APG, well above his averages
during his time at Indiana.
Durham has adjusted well to

playing with a new group of guys,
but having veteran players like
Watson, Noah Horchler ’22GS, and
A.J. Reeves ’22 on the starting lineup
helps. Durham is expected to be the
clutch guy and make the big shot
late in a close game.
The question of whether Durham
can adapt to the Big East style of play
compared to the Big 10 remains.
The Big 10 Conference is similar to
the Big East, where it is dominated
by big Centers in the paint as the
first scoring option, with the second
scoring option in the corner, ready to
shoot a three.
For Providence, Watson is the first
scoring option down low in the post,
and Durham is expected to slide in
as the second scoring option ready to
hit that clutch three or short jumper.
Watson is currently averaging 17.7
PPG, the most on the team, while
Durham is second with 13.4 PPG,
proving that this model is working.
If the Friars want to reach the next
level, Durham is going to have to
step up in big ways.
-Justin Bishop ’24
Sports Staff

Nate Watson
When looking at the Providence
College Men’s Basketball Team’s
roster for the 2021-2022 season, there
is a group of talented players ready
to prove their worth to the team.
However, one player stands out
as the X-Factor for the Friars this
season: center Nate Watson ’22GS.
Watson is returning to the Friars for
his graduate year, which will be his
fifth season with the team.
He
has
made
substantial
improvements
throughout
his
collegiate career, and this season
seems to be no different.
Watson was named the Providence
College Male Team Athlete of the
Year last year for his impressive
season, during which he recorded
a team high 16.9 points per game
(PPG), 6.7 rebounds per game (RPG),
and 26 total blocks. David Duke ’22,
who finished second on the team
in points per game (16.8 PPG) and
rebounds per game (6.3 RPG), chose
to leave PC after last season to play
professional basketball in the NBA.
Watson is expected to step up and
become a pure star player for the
Friars in order to fill the gap left by
Duke.
So far this year, Watson is leading
the team with 17.7 PPG and 10
blocks. He is also second on the team
with 5.9 RPG, including a team-high
of 13 offensive rebounds. Watson

controls the paint both offensively
and defensively for the Friars. He is
their best option when they look to
score inside and is their number-one
rim protector. He also grabs the most
rebounds for the Friars, which limits
the opposing team’s shot attempts
and ensures that Providence gets
as many possessions as they can
on the offensive end. It is essential
in D1 College Basketball to have a
force like Watson playing the center
position.
If Watson can hold down the key
for the Friars, then the rest of the
team will step up from deep and
capitalize on their three-point shot
attempts (3PTA). Having Watson’s
strong interior presence opens up the
court for guard Al Durham ’21 (13.4
PPG, 31 3PTA, 25.8 3PT%), forward
Noah Horchler ’21 (11.9 PPG, 25
3PTA, 48.0 3PT%), and guard AJ
Reeves ’22 (7.9 PPG, 32 3PTA, 31.3
3PT%) to provide consistently from
beyond the arc.
If Watson can continue to perform
at this level for the remainder of the
season, the Friars should rise to the
top of the Big East Conference in
2021-2022.
-Stephen Foster ’22
Sports Staff

Friars Volleyball End of Season Recap
by Joseph Quirk ’23
Sports Staff
PC ATHLETICS
The 2021 season started out with much promise
for the Providence College Women’s Volleyball team.
After earning a spot in the Big East tournament for
the first time since 1999 (the Big East Tournament
for volleyball only accepts the top four finishers
in the conference), the Friars expected to continue
their growth into 2021 and use the confidence and
experience gained the previous season to return to
the Big East Tournament.
In the beginning of the season, that seemed like it
would be just the case. The Friars went 12-1 in nonconference play, dominating opponents apart from
the United States Military Academy, also known as
Army.
Head coach Margot Royer-Johnson was excited
about the continued development of her team,
especially with the many underclassmen contributors
she expected to step up, along with returning
veterans using extra years of eligibility to play.
Heading into Big East Play, coach RoyerJohnson exclaimed that she did not want to change
anything, only perfect the skills they were already
implementing. It seemed that the Friars were ready
to roll through the Big East.
Unfortunately, this was not the case. The Friars
went 4-14 in conference play, including a sevenmatch losing streak that ended them with a 16-15
record overall. Needless to say, the Friars, who
felt disrespected by the preseason prediction that
they would finish seventh in the Big East, were
disappointed this season.
On the bright side, setter Allison Barber ’22GS
finished her career in Friartown as the school’s alltime assist leader. A tremendous accomplishment—
no doubt—for a deserving and long-tenured athlete.
Looking at the statistics, it is difficult to point
at where things went wrong for the Friars. They
averaged more kills-per-set than opponents, albeit
with a lower kill percentage. They barely averaged
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After a hot start to the season and starting 12-1 in non-conference play, the volleyball team was slowed down in Big East play and
went 4-14 in conference play, ending the season 16-15.

more assists-per-set and had less ball-handling
errors than opponents. They had more aces-per-set
than opponents, too. However, opponents averaged
more digs-per-set, more blocks-per-set, and fewer
errors-per-set than the Friars.
As for the Friars season leaders individually,
the statistics show many things to be excited about
moving forward. Outside hitter Shaliyah Rhoden ’25
played in every set this season except one. That alone
is very impressive for a freshman, but she also led
the team in points, points-per-set, kills, kills-per-set,
errors, and total kill attempts. Because of her large
number of kill attempts, Rhoden did not lead the
team in kill percentage.
The most efficient Friar in that category was
sophomore setter Sammie Ruggles ’24. To the

surprise of few, Allison Barber led the team in assists,
her 101 assists being just slightly more than the next
assist leader with 96. Caroline LaMacchia ’23 and
Jennifer Leitman ’23 led the team in service aces and
service aces per serve, respectively.
Defensively, specialist Mackenzie Taylor ’22
led the Friars in digs, digs-per-set, total receiving
attempts, and receiving errors. Middle back Sasha
Rudich ’23 led the team in block attempts, blocks,
blocks-per-set and blocking errors. All of this to
say that, despite a letdown season, the Friars are
returning a significant proportion of their core next
season and have a young and developing team of
contributors. The promise for next year is still very
bright, despite a disappointing 2021.
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A Look
Around
Friartown
Men’s Basketball:
12/1 vs. Texas Tech, win 72-68
12/4 vs. University of Rhode Island, win 66-52
12/7 vs. University of Vermont, win 68-58

Upcoming:
12/11 vs. Central Connecticut State University
12/18 at University of Connecticut (#15)
12/22 vs. Georgetown University

Women’s Basketball:
12/3 vs. Villlanova University, win 66-47
12/5 vs. Georgetown University, loss 47-55
12/8 at Brown University, win 59-43

Upcoming:
12/11 vs. Quinnipiac University
12/19 vs. Creighton University

Men’s Ice Hockey:
12/3 vs. Northeastern University (#16), loss 0-2
12/4 at Northeastern University (#16), loss 1-4

Upcoming:
12/10 vs. Princeton University
12/11 vs. Princeton University
12/28 vs. Bowling Green State University

Women’s Ice Hockey:
12/3 vs. Princeton University, win 1-0
12/4 vs. Princeton University, tie 1-1
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Men’s Soccer Fall in Sweet Sixteen
by Will Murphy ’23
Sports Staff
PC ATHLETICS
The Providence College Men’s Soccer team
capped off another successful season with their
second trip to the Sweet Sixteen in the past three
years.
The Friars began their run in the tournament
against their regional rival Marist College at their
home field, Chapey Field, on Thursday, Nov. 18.
The Friars controlled the game from the start,
able to muster more than double of Marist’s
shot attempts. In the 40th minute, midfielder
Christopher Roman ’22 pushed the Friars ahead
with a goal that was assisted by Armaan Wilson
’24 and Gil Santos ’22.
In the 67th minute, the Friars were afforded
some breathing room after Wilson was able to
find the back of the net. Gevork Diarbian ’24 was
credited with the assist that helped expand the
lead to 2-0.
From there the Friars were able to maintain
their lead the rest of the way, pushing their NCAA
Tournament record at home to 7-0.
That win moved the team on to the second
round where they would face last year ’s reigning
NCAA
Tournament
Champion,
Marshall
University, which had been awarded the No. 14
seed in the tournament by the selection committee.
That game was played at Hoops Family Field, in
Huntington, WV, the home field of the Marshall
University Thundering Herd.
It was a rather evenly matched game, with
each team creating opportunities for four shots on
goal, with neither team being able to find much
separation.
Marshall’s best scoring opportunity in the first
half came when Alexander Adjetey broke free
and only had the Friar ’s goalkeeper, Lukas Burns
’24, to beat, but Adjetey was unable to capitalize,
sailing his shot harmlessly over the goal.
The Friar ’s best chance in the first half came
from a corner in the 18th minute after a deflection
led to a loose ball landing at the feet of Miguel
Candela ’22, who fired a shot from the top of the
box that was saved by Marshall’s keeper, Oliver
Semmle.
After a tightly contested first half, the teams
headed into halftime in a deadlock at zero.
Marshall came out of the break hot, and in the
56th minute, they were able to find separation
from the Friars. The goal came on a cross from
Milo Yossef after a counterattack, which was
finished by Adjetey.
It appeared as though the Friars were able to
pull themselves level in the 74th minute when
Brendan McSorley ’24 was able to knock in a
deflection, but the goal was waved off as McSorley
was flagged for offsides.
Momentum then began to swing in the direction
of the Friars, as they were able to earn four corner
kicks in eight minutes after that.
Finally, in the 85th minute, the Friars were able
to break through and level the game at 1-1 on a
goal from Candela.
Candela received a pass from Santos at the
top of the box and was able to perfectly place his
shot inside the right post. That would be the last
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Davis Smith ‘22 scored the winning goal in overtime for the
Friars over defending champions Marshall University.

scoring opportunity in regulation, and the two
squads entered overtime even 1-1.
The first overtime period came and went
quietly without many scoring opportunities. Just
three minutes into the second overtime period
the Friars were able to break free and score the
game-winning golden goal. The goal was scored
on a diving header from Davis Smith ’22 off a
beautiful feed from McSorley. This goal pushed
the Friars through to their second Sweet Sixteen
in the past three years, where they would face
their Big East rival, the third-seeded Georgetown
University.
The Friars played Georgetown University
Sunday, Nov. 28, at Georgetown’s home field
in Washington, D.C. It was the third meeting of
the season for Providence and Georgetown, with
the Friars winning 3-0 in the first meeting, but
dropping the second meeting 2-1 in overtime of
the Big East championship.
Both teams were held without a shot for the
first 32 minutes of action until the 33rd minute
when McSorley fired a shot wide left of the net.
Shortly after that in the 36th minute, the Hoyas
pulled ahead when Dante Polvara collected a
loose ball and rifled it into the back of the net.
Georgetown’s advantage would remain at one
through halftime and into the beginning of the
second half.
In the 53rd minute Georgetown was able
to get some breathing room thanks to a goal
from Marlon Tabora off of a cross from Stefan
Stojanovich. Tabora added two more goals in the
58th and 64th minutes respectively, to expand
Georgetown’s lead to four and achieve a hat trick.
The Friars avoided the shutout thanks to a goal
in the 88th minute scored by McSorley. The goal
was assisted by Candela and Diarbian. The game
finished with a 4-1 score, putting an end to the
Friar ’s successful postseason campaign that saw
them notch an impressive upset win over last
year ’s defending National Champion, Marshall
University.

Upcoming:
12/31 vs. University of Vermont
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After making it through the first two rounds of the NCAA Tournament, the Friars fell to Georgetown University and finished the
season with a 12-5-4 mark.
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Transient Like Snowmen
by AJ Worsley ’22
POETRY

i wish you would’ve left when the weather was warmer,
but you know that when the seasons change, i do too.

now it’s long drives to work with dead trees on both sides of the highway, a cold frame, and ice building up
on the corner of my window.
face.
the kind of wind that makes you want to wear your face mask outdoors.
the kind of wind that makes you wish you slept in and ditched all of your responsibilities that day.
and i’ve been having the time of my life lately; i wish you were around to see it.
but the weather started to get colder.
this game of hide and seek between me and the sun wasn’t fair. i did all the seeking.

i hold it in the palm of my hand without a glove. i enjoy the sting; it holds me over until i see the bees of spring.
the bees are gone. the leaves are gone. the mourning doves are gone. the mourning remains.
my car is taking longer to heat up. i should be excited about Christmas. my family just put the decorations up, and all i
can think about is how you won’t see them this year.
you won’t be at the Christmas party, you won’t be at ugly sweater day, we will not exchange gifts, only dirty looks.
and though winter is my least favorite season, i still admire it for its beauty,
like when the snow falls at night and every noise is insulated by the clouds resting on the grass.
or when the snow is heavy and rests on a tree branch, weighing it down, but never breaking it,
or the snowmen in front yards. innocence.
i wish winter wasn’t a gray slush, a product of plowed snow pushed up against my driveway.

a year without you.

i’d like to think i will, too, but i will probably still be dwelling on that bitter wind.
the seasons move too fast for my head; i can never catch up.

a complete constellation of raindrops will form on my windshield, the galaxy sitting in front of me.
before i can wipe them away, they will be replenished by the clouds above.
place my heart on one plate and my brain on the other,
the scale never reads even.
there is either too much rain for my wipers to keep up, or my wipers are moving too fast or too slow for the downpour.
it’s still better than snow.
the wipers eliminate a canvas of stars,
and in their downtime the stars will be born anew.
you are an object in my rearview mirror now. part of the passed.
PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM
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by Taylor Rogers ’24
Portfolio Co-Editor
POETRY

I left a glittering ball of green at your doorstep,
Knowing the emerald hue was a color you adored.
Patiently, the sphere sits outside,

As the sky fades, the green bead’s anxiety increases,
Unwilling to wait this long for its new owner.

empty porch.

Snow continues to languidly fall,
Taunting the lonely gift that appears to be
unwanted.

The ornament watches the world in awe,
Letting the small cotton balls gracefully glide to the
ground.
Fragments of this coat began to dot Earth’s exposed
back,
Hitting the poor planet with a cold embrace.

A foot nearly crushes the distressed ornament,
But manages to stop itself as the sphere shakes in
fear.
Within seconds, the ball of green is embraced,
Lifted from the doorstep of despair,
Finally allowed to relax in your arms.

Day’s warmth soon escapes the tiny steps,
Surrounding the distraught ornament in night’s
terrifying shadows.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM

The True Christmas Spirit
by Kate Ward ’23
FICTION

Dear Diary,
Another day in the
workshop—you know, it’s
exhausting being an elf.
We’re given shoddy tools
and forced to work yearround. Do you know how

to work somewhere warm
with a wide variety of
music and a diet other than
Christmas cookies and hot
chocolate.
We watch a lot of
Christmas movies while
we work, and a lot of them
to Christmas music all
are extremely inaccurate to
year? The good part is
the elf lifestyle. The only
the Big Man sometimes
one which got it right was
shares letters from the kids Elf with Will Ferrell. We
with us, so that makes us
do have intramural sports
all feel a little bit better.
and we do have quotas we
But my favorite part? The
need to reach! Plus, Buddy
reindeer. We get to feed
the Elf did a great job
them sometimes and take
depicting our diet. I mean,
them on long walks. But
I’ve never had spaghetti
do you know how hard it
before, but I’m sure with
is for me, an elf, to walk
all the sugar he put on it,
a reindeer? They’re fussy
it would be delicious. Our
animals. I didn’t even
uniforms are the same as
want to work up here in
the ones in the movie but
the North Pole! I wanted

ranks. I would do anything
to get out of this workshop
and out from under the
foot of the Big Man, but
he keeps us so busy that
the only breaks we get are
lunch, dinner, and sleep.
It’s not all holly and
jolly here in the workshop.
Instead, the mood is more
like the claymation Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer with
Hermie who wants to be a
dentist. Sure, singing songs
and building toys for all
the little girls and boys is
great, but I have dreams
and aspirations! I wanted
to be an archeologist, and
now I’m making toys!
What happened? We

chapters. Anyway, I’ll
leave it there—I need to get
some sleep so I can get up
and keep making Etch-ASketches for kids who will
use them once then leave
them at their grandparents’
houses.
Yours truly,
Elf-vis

PHOTO COURTESY OF PEXELS.COM
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New Year's Day
by Anna Pomeroy ’23
POETRY

As the year’s clock begins to wind down,
bubbly and
Ambitious hopes for the next months to follow.
Our warming smiles are not the only thing that lights up the
room,
Covered wall to wall in gold balloons and confetti.
“2022” glasses.
And while we once again repeat this special night in which
We set personal expectations for the year––
Some seem reasonable and others are placeholders for our
dreams––
Our future selves continue to look back on that moment,
mocking
The blissful ignorance.
Personally, as this time of year begins to roll around once again,
growth
Until the next 1st of January.
Piling baggage onto my future self that will once again hope to
reclaim these goals.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM

The Portfolio Staff is Grateful for...
my family, Dunkin’
holiday lattes, and my

health and happiness
this holiday season!
Anna Pomeroy ’23

Taylor Rogers ’24

the family I have known
my whole life and the
found family I will know
for the rest of it
Mariela Flores ’23

our copy editors at The
Cowl who work hard
to get our pieces published each week

my found family and
parents that have stuck
with me through thick
and thin

Aidan Lerner ’22

Kate Ward ’23

the opportunity to be a
part of such a wonderful
and talented group of
writers!

my family and friends
who have helped me
through hard times
Grace O'Connor ’22

Sarah McLaughlin ’23

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PEXELS.COM
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Modern Love?

Tiffany &
Earl

by Kathryn Libertini ’23
SCREENPLAY

INT. Man racing
through the airport
to confess his love to
the woman he’s been
dating for three and
a half weeks [Aside:
classic]. It’s December
23rd. The airport is
in Santa Fe. It’s—it’s
somehow conveniently
snowing (?). He
approaches the Delta
Airlines gate.
MAN: Lady, please,
I have to tell that
girl I love her! All
my buddies told me
I should! This is my
only chance to make
this one really last.
This could be huge for
me! What? Yes, I have
her phone number!
Look!
(He shows the Delta
Agent the woman’s
contact, which says
“Ashley from Hinge.”)

Making PC an emotionally stable
place one letter at a time

Yeah, I mean—I
guess I could just call
her. Yes. Well, no.
Yeah, we’ve texted a
bunch.

My roommate and I are
having a serious, friendshipvery important: who takes

again, showing their
messages which consist
of GIFs and TikTok
links.)
Don’t you care
about me? About
love? Lady, it’s almost
Christmas! Whoa—
what do you mean
you see this kinda
thing happen all the
time? Oh. Mostly
around the holidays?
Wow. People get
really caught up in
the spirit, huh? Makes
sense with all the
movies that are about

over winter break? How
should we determine who
has the honor of bringing Mr.
Guppy to their wonderful
home?

(Looking around,
he realizes he’s
gathered attention.)

Sincerely,

Ha, yeah, no,
you’re right, this
was completely
unnecessary. I
guess I’ll just
call and tell her
when she lands or
whatever.

A wise old chappie named
Solomon once faced this very
problem. If you are familiar
with your Old Testament—
wait…you’re a PC student.
Who are we kidding? Let me
take a leaf out of his book
your roommate and demand
to divide little Mr. Guppy
in two, so that you can both
have him. Your roommate,

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM

Listomania*
Holiday Miracles That Would Make Me Cry (of Joy)
• Getting an A on every single final
• My plants coming back to life (looking at my
succulents…)
• Getting off the waitlist for my classes
• My BOP fish still being alive after break
• Colleen coming back to life (fly high queen)
• Finally getting a stimulus check (to spend on Christmas
shopping)
• Getting a response on LinkedIn
• Securing the internship I’m completely underqualified for
• Actually being able to do what I say I can on my resume
• Getting no Friday classes next semester
• Finally shooting my shot with my crush
• Finding the perfect temperature for my room
• Fulfilling all my New Year’s resolutions
• Learning how to cook (finally)
• Finishing my elaborate alternate universe
• Actually being the main character
• Getting Nate Watson to follow me on TikTok

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM
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horse, will readily give up
Mr. Guppy for his own good.
Now, if, on the other hand,
she starts hunting for some
run. Either way, you may
war. You’ll probably need to
Cheers!

Tiff
You and your roommate
evidently both love Mr.
Guppy and want the best for
him. There’s only one thing to
do in a serious situation such
as this: let the law decide who
his most suitable guardian is.
Rulings on grand theft auto
and homicide can wait—this
is a matter that demands the
court’s immediate attention.
As long as you don’t have
any dogs, cats, or seafood
lovers at home, you should
have a good chance of being
awarded full custody.
Just keep
swimming,

Earl
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Editors' Holiday Wish List

Ridiculously expensive
Taylor Swift merch.

Tickets to see Hamilton
at PPAC (for the third
time…).

Madison Palmieri ’22

Sarah McLaughlin ’23

The $95 Harry Styles
sweatshirt that sold
out in like an hour.
Shoes.

Julia McCoy ’22

Liam Tormey ’22

An all-expenses paid
vacation to Aruba.
Taylor Rogers ’24

to use around the
house as rugs, blankets, and shower curtains, etc...
Perhaps Tessa Young
pants to match my
Hardin Scott shirt. Or
the rest of the After
books (the hardcover
version, preferably).
Colleen Joyce ’22

Nicole Patano ’22

A Nate Watson basketball
jersey to increase my chances
of making it on the Dunk bigscreen during “Jersey-Cam.”
Oh, and Taylor merch.

Federal student loan
forgiveness! (Looking
at you, Mr. President.)
Maura Campbell ’22

Abby Brockway ’24
PHOTOS COURTESY OF PIXABAY.COM AND GRAPHIC DESIGN BY SARAH MCLAUGHLIN ’23
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Merry
Cowlmas!

